SS2 CITIZENSHIP AND HERITAGE STUDIES LESSON NOTES

FIRST TERM

WEEK 1: NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION

T ORIGIN OF THE NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION

A Constitution is the fundamental, supreme, and organic law of a nation or state. It is the
grundnorm (the basic norm) and the fons et origo (the source and origin) from which all other
laws derive their validity. It is a social contract that outlines the powers and limitations of the

government and the rights and duties of the citizens.

The origin of Nigeria's constitution is a long, evolutionary process, not a single event. It can be

divided into two major eras:

1. THE COLONIAL (PRE-INDEPENDENCE) ERA: This era was characterized by
constitutions enacted by the British colonial government, primarily designed to facilitate colonial

rule (Indirect Rule) and gradually introduce local participation.




e The Clifford Constitution (1922):

o Named after Governor-General Sir Hugh Clifford.

o Significance: This was the first constitution to introduce the elective principle in
Nigeria (and British West Africa). It allowed 4 Nigerians to be elected into the
Legislative Council (3 from Lagos, 1 from Calabar), though the vast majority
were still appointed British officials.

e The Richards Constitution (1946):

o Named after Governor-General Sir Arthur Richards.

o Significance: Its primary aim was to promote Nigerian unity. It created three
regions (North, West, East) and established a central Legislative Council in Lagos
that included members from all regions. It was the first "pan-Nigerian"
constitution, but it cemented the regionalism that defines Nigerian politics.

e The Macpherson Constitution (1951):

o Named after Governor-General Sir John Macpherson.

o Significance: This was a more "home-grown" constitution, drafted after extensive
consultation ("from village level up"). It created a central legislature (House of
Representatives) and gave more legislative power to the Regional Houses of
Assembly. It also created a central Council of Ministers.

e The Lyttleton Constitution (1954):

o Named after Oliver Lyttleton, the Colonial Secretary.

o Significance: This constitution formally established the federal principle
(federalism). It shared powers between the central government and the regions,

giving the regions significant autonomy (self-governance). It created the posts of

Regional Premiers and established a separate Federal Capital in Lagos.

2. THE POST-INDEPENDENCE ERA: This era is characterized by constitutions created by

Nigerians, for Nigerians, reflecting the nation's independent status.

e The Independence Constitution (1960):

o This was the constitution Nigeria received from Britain at independence.




o Structure: It established a parliamentary system (like Britain's) with the Queen
of England as the ceremonial Head of State (represented by a Governor-General,
Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe). The Head of Government was the Prime Minister (Alhaji
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa).

e The Republican Constitution (1963):

o Significance: This was Nigeria's first indigenous constitution. It severed the final
ties with Britain by abolishing the monarchy.

o It replaced the Governor-General with a ceremonial President (Dr. Nnamdi
Azikiwe), making Nigeria a true republic. The Prime Minister remained the Head
of Government.

e The Second Republic Constitution (1979):

o After a long period of military rule (1966-1979), this constitution was drafted.

o Significance: It completely changed Nigeria's system. It abandoned the British
parliamentary system and adopted the American-style presidential system.

o It merged the Head of State and Head of Government into one powerful office:
the Executive President. It also reinforced the separation of powers.

e The 1999 Constitution (Fourth Republic):

o This is the current constitution. It was promulgated by the military government
of Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar.

o Origin: It is largely based on the 1979 constitution, with some modifications. It

ushered in the Fourth Republic, which we are still in today.

STRUCTURE OF THE 1999 CONSTITUTION
The 1999 Constitution (as amended) is a long, complex document. Its main parts are:

1. The Preamble: A one-paragraph introduction that states the goals of the constitution
(e.g., "We the people... do hereby make, enact and give to ourselves the following
Constitution... for the purpose of promoting the good government and welfare of all

persons... on the principles of Freedom, Equality and Justice...").

2. The Main Body (8 Chapters):




(@]

O

O

Chapter I: General Provisions (Declares the supremacy of the constitution,
establishes Nigeria as a federal republic).

Chapter II: Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy
(FODPSP) (Week 2).

Chapter III: Citizenship (Defines who is a citizen).

Chapter IV: Fundamental Human Rights (The "Bill of Rights" - e.g., Right to
Life, Dignity, Fair Hearing).

Chapter V: The Legislature (Powers and structure of the National Assembly).
Chapter VI: The Executive (Powers of the President and Governors).
Chapter VII: The Judicature (Powers of the Courts).

Chapter VIII: Federal Capital Territory (FCT) and Local Government.

3. The Schedules: These are "appendices" at the end of the constitution that provide

detailed lists. The most important are:

(0]

(@]

Second Schedule: The Legislative Lists (Defines federalism: "Exclusive List,"

"Concurrent List," "Residual List").

Third Schedule: Lists all federal bodies (like INEC, Police Council, etc.).

FEATURES OF THE NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION

"Features" are the defining characteristics of the 1999 Constitution.

1.

Written: It is a written constitution. All its laws, principles, and structures are codified

in a single, formal document. (This is the opposite of the British constitution, which is

"unwritten").

Rigid: It is a rigid constitution. This means the process for amending (changing) it is

extremely difficult and complex.

O

O

Why? To protect the rights of minorities and prevent the government from
changing the rules too easily.
How? (Section 9) An amendment requires a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote in both
the Senate and the House of Representatives, and it must be approved by the
Houses of Assembly in at least two-thirds (2/3) of all 36 states.
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3. Supremacy: The constitution is the supreme law of the land.
o Section 1(1) states that the constitution is supreme and its provisions are binding
on all authorities and persons.
o Section 1(3) is the most important: "If any other law is inconsistent with the
provisions of this Constitution, this Constitution shall prevail, and that other law
shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be void."

4. Federalism: It establishes a federal system of government. Power is shared between
the central (federal) government and the 36 state governments. The "Legislative Lists"

(Exclusive, Concurrent, Residual) define this sharing.

5. Presidential System: It establishes a presidential system (copied from the USA), as

opposed to the parliamentary system.

6. Separation of Powers: It clearly separates the powers of government into three branches:

The Legislature (Sec 4), The Executive (Sec 5), and The Judiciary (Sec 6) (Week 3).

EVALUATION

1. Define "Constitution" using the terms grundnorm and social contract.

2. What was the main significance of the Clifford Constitution (1922)?

3. What was the main significance of the Lyttleton Constitution (1954)?

4. State two major ways the 1979 Constitution was different from the 1963 Constitution.

5. What does it mean for a constitution to be "rigid"? Describe the amendment process.
ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 250-word essay on the evolution of the Nigerian constitution from the Richards
Constitution (1946) to the Republican Constitution (1963).

2. Explain the "Supremacy Clause" (Section 1[3]) of the 1999 Constitution. What power
does this give the judiciary?

3. Draw a timeline showing the 7 major constitutions (1922, 1946, 1951, 1954, 1960, 1963,
1979/1999).

4. Read the Preamble to the 1999 Constitution. In your own words, what are the goals it

says "We the people" are trying to achieve?
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5. Define the following terms: Federalism, Parliamentary System, Presidential System,

Grundnorm, Elective Principle.




WEEK 2: FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVES & DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES
A MEANING OF FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVES & DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES (FODPSP)

The Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy (FODPSP) are found
in Chapter II of the 1999 Constitution of Nigeria.

e Fundamental Objectives: These are the goals, aims, and ideals of the nation. They are

the "destination" Nigeria is working towards (e.g., a "just and humane society").

o Directive Principles: These are the instructions, policies, and guidelines that the

government is directed to follow in order to achieve those objectives.

In essence, Chapter II is the ""conscience' or "moral compass' of the constitution. It provides

the ideological justification for the government's actions.
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THE CONCEPT OF NON-JUSTICIABILITY
This is the single most important and controversial aspect of this chapter.

e Definition: "Justiciable" means an issue that can be brought before a court of law for a

ruling.




e Non-Justiciable: This means the principles in Chapter II are not legally enforceable.

e The Law (Section 6[6][c] of the 1999 Constitution): This section explicitly bars the
courts from hearing any case related to whether the government has failed to uphold the

"Fundamental Objectives" in Chapter II.

e What this means: A citizen cannot successfully sue the government for failing to
provide "free education" (Sec 18) or "adequate medical care" (Sec 17). These are goals,

not legally enforceable rights.

o (Note: The Fundamental Human Rights in Chapter 1V are justiciable).

KEY OBJECTIVES AND DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES

1. POLITICAL OBJECTIVES (SECTION 135)
¢ Goal: To promote national unity, peace, and stability.
e Directives:
o The motto is "Unity and Faith, Peace and Progress."

o The state must actively encourage national integration and prohibit
discrimination.

o Federal Character: This is a key principle. It directs the government to ensure
that appointments to public office reflect the "federal character” of Nigeria (i.e.,

balanced representation from all states/ethnic groups).

o The state must not adopt any State Religion.

2. ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES (SECTION 16)
e Goal: To manage the national economy in a way that secures maximum welfare, freedom,
and happiness for all citizens.
e Directives:
o The state must control the "major sectors" of the economy.

o The state must ensure that the benefits of the economy are not concentrated in the

hands of a few people or one group (i.e., prevent extreme inequality).




o The state must provide "suitable and adequate shelter, suitable and adequate food,
a reasonable national minimum wage, old age care... and unemployment benefits"

(as resources permit).
3. SOCIAL OBJECTIVES (SECTION 17)

e Goal: To establish a social order founded on the ideals of Freedom, Equality, and

Justice.
e Directives:
o Every citizen shall be equal before the law.
o The "sanctity of the human person" shall be recognized.

o The state must ensure humane working conditions, prevent the exploitation of

children and women, and ensure all citizens have the opportunity to make a living.
o The state must provide "adequate medical and health facilities for all persons."

4. EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES (SECTION 18)

e Goal: To eradicate illiteracy by providing equal and adequate educational opportunities

at all levels.
e Directives:
o The government shall strive to provide (as and when practicable):
i. Free, compulsory, and universal primary education.
ii. Free secondary education.
iii. Free university education.

iv. Free adult literacy programs.

EVALUATION

1. What is the difference between "Fundamental Objectives" and "Directive Principles"?

2. What is the meaning of ""Non-Justiciable"? Which section of the constitution makes

Chapter II non-justiciable?

3. What does the "Federal Character" principle (a political objective) mean?




4. What is the main economic objective in Section 16 regarding the "concentration of
wealth"?

5. What are the three levels of education that Section 18 directs the government to make
free "as and when practicable"?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 250-word essay arguing for or against the ""non-justiciability" of Chapter II. (i.e.,
Should citizens be allowed to sue the government for failing to provide free education?
What would be the pros and cons?).

2. Fundamental Human Rights (Chapter IV) are justiciable, but Fundamental Objectives
(Chapter II) are not. Explain the difference between these two chapters.

3. Critically analyze the ""Federal Character' principle. What are its benefits (e.g.,
inclusion) and its potential drawbacks (e.g., sacrificing merit)?

4. How does the economic objective in Section 16 relate to the social objective in Section
17?

5. Define: Justiciable, Non-justiciable, Federal Character, National Integration, Social Order.
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WEEK 3: SEPARATION OF POWERS

iy MEANING AND ORIGIN OF SEPARATION OF POWERS

SEPARATION OF POWERS & CHECKS & BALANCES

LEGISLATIVE
BRANCH

i‘ e |
MAKES LAWS
(Congress)

o B
JUDICIAL REVIEW
B (Unconstitutional Actions)
.)j‘, . _-_---‘"\

: 'N.,__________
EXECUTIVE BRANCH
ENFORCES LAWS APPOINT JUDGES
(President, Vice President, Cabinet)

JUDICIAL BRANCH
INTERPRETS LAWS
(Supreme Court, Lower Courts)

Separation of Powers is a political doctrine that divides the functions and personnel of

government into three distinct, co-equal branches.

e Origin: The concept was most famously articulated by the French political philosopher

Baron de Montesquieu in his 1748 book, The Spirit of the Laws.

e Purpose: The primary goal is to prevent tyranny and autocracy. Montesquieu argued
that "when the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person... there can
be in no liberty." If one person or group makes the law, enforces the law, and interprets
the law, they will have absolute, corrupting power.

e Core Principle: The three branches are:

a. The Legislature: (Makes the law)
b. The Executive: (Implements and enforces the law)
c. The Judiciary: (Interprets the law)
e This "horizontal" separation of powers is the defining feature of a Presidential System

of government (like in Nigeria and the USA).




THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT (IN NIGERIA)
1. THE LEGISLATURE (SECTION 4)
e Who: The National Assembly (at the federal level) and the State Houses of Assembly
(at the state level).
e Structure: The National Assembly is bicameral (two houses):
o The Senate: (The "upper house"), 109 members (3 per state, 1 for FCT).
o The House of Representatives: (The "lower house"), 360 members (based on
population).
e Primary Functions:
o Law-Making: To debate, amend, and pass bills (proposed laws).

o Appropriation (Power of the Purse): To approve the national budget presented

by the President.

o Oversight & Investigation: To investigate the actions of the Executive

(ministries, agencies) to expose corruption or inefficiency.
o Confirmation: The Senate must confirm key presidential appointments (e.g.,
Ministers, Ambassadors, Chief Justice).
2. THE EXECUTIVE (SECTION 3)
e  Who: The President (at the federal level) and Governors (at the state level), along with
their Ministers, Commissioners, civil servants, police, and military.
e Primary Functions:

o Implementation of Law: To execute and enforce the laws passed by the

legislature.
o Policy Formulation: To create the national budget and propose new laws.

o National Administration: To run the day-to-day business of the country (through

the ministries).
o Foreign Policy: To represent Nigeria internationally.

o Commander-in-Chief: The President is the supreme commander of the armed

forces.
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3. THE JUDICIARY (SECTION 6)

e Who: The Courts of the federation.

e Structure: (Hierarchical) Supreme Court — Court of Appeal — Federal/State High

Courts - Magistrate/Sharia/Customary Courts.

e Primary Functions:

o Interpretation: To interpret the meaning of the constitution and all laws.
o Adjudication: To settle disputes (civil and criminal) between persons,
government, and organizations.
o Judicial Review: This is its most powerful function. It is the power of the courts
to declare any law passed by the Legislature, or any action taken by the
Executive, as unconstitutional (and therefore null and void).
CHECKS AND BALANCES

In reality, the separation of powers is not absolute. To prevent one branch from becoming too

powerful, the constitution creates a system of Checks and Balances, where each branch can

check (limit) the power of the other two.

HOW THE LEGISLATURE (L) CHECKS OTHER BRANCHES:

e L - E (Executive):

(@]

O

O

(@]

(@]

Can impeach the President.

Can override a President's veto on a bill (with a 2/3 vote).
Must approve (confirm) all Ministers and Ambassadors.
Must approve the budget ("power of the purse").

Can investigate the Executive.

e L - J (Judiciary):

(0]

(0]

O

The Senate must confirm the appointment of the Chief Justice.
Can impeach a judge.

Determines the number of judges on the Supreme Court.
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HOW THE EXECUTIVE (E) CHECKS OTHER BRANCHES:

E - L (Legislature):
o Can veto (refuse to sign) a bill passed by the National Assembly.
o Submits the budget, which sets the legislative agenda.

E - J (Judiciary):
o Appoints all federal judges (on the recommendation of the NJC).

o Can grant a pardon (clemency) to a convicted criminal.

HOW THE JUDICIARY (J) CHECKS OTHER BRANCHES:

J - L (Legislature):
o The power of Judicial Review. Can declare a law unconstitutional.
J - E (Executive):
o The power of Judicial Review. Can declare an executive action unconstitutional.

o The Chief Justice swears in the President.

EVALUATION
1. Who was the political philosopher credited with the modern concept of "Separation of
Powers"?
2. What is the primary goal of separating government powers?
3. What are the three branches of government, and what is the primary function of each?
4. What is "Judicial Review"?
5. What is a "check and balance"? Give one example of how the Legislature checks the
Executive.
ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 250-word essay on the topic: "Why Checks and Balances are more important
than a simple Separation of Powers."
2. Draw a detailed diagram illustrating the system of Checks and Balances between the

three branches.

14




What is "impeachment"? Research the process for impeaching a President under the 1999

Constitution.
What is a "veto," and what is an "override"? Explain the relationship.

Define: Tyranny, Autocracy, Bicameral, Appropriation, Adjudication, Clemency.
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WEEK 4: PUBLIC SERVICE & CITIZENSHIP
¥ INTRODUCTION: THE MACHINERY OF GOVERNMENT

Every government has two parts:

1. The Political (Temporary) Class: The "masters." These are the elected officials
(President, Governors, Legislators) and their appointed officials (Ministers,
Commissioners). They come and go with elections.

2. The Permanent (Career) Class: The "servants." This is the permanent, non-political

machinery that runs the government. This is the Public Service.

PUBLIC SERVICE & CITIZENSHIP . \

THE PUBLIC SERVICE VS. THE CIVIL SERVICE

These two terms are often confused, but they are not the same.
e THE PUBLIC SERVICE:

o Definition: This is the broad, all-encompassing term for every single person

employed by the government (federal, state, or local).
o Whoisin it?

= The Civil Service (see below).
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= AND all other public employees:

Teachers in public schools

Doctors and nurses in public hospitals
University lecturers

The Police and Military

Employees of government agencies (parastatals) like NAFDAC,
INEC, NPA, etc.

e THE CIVIL SERVICE:

o Definition: This is a part of the public service. It is the core, permanent,

administrative arm of the government, organized into ministries.

o Who is in it? The career, non-political staff of the ministries (e.g., the "Ministry

of Finance," "Ministry of Education," "Ministry of Health").

o Structure: It is a hierarchy, from the "Permanent Secretary" (the highest-ranking

civil servant) down to directors, deputy directors, and so on.

o Analogy: The Public Service is the entire university. The Civil Service is just the

University Registry/Administration. (The lecturers, security, and clinic staff are all

public servants, but not all civil servants).

ROLE OF THE CIVIL SERVICE

The Civil Service is the "engine" of the government. Its roles are:

1. Policy Implementation: This is its primary role. The legislature (L) passes a law (e.g.,

"Build 100 new schools") and the Executive (E) (the Minister) makes a policy. The Civil

Service (the ministry) implements it (they find the land, hire the contractors, and build

the schools).

2. Policy Advice: Civil servants are permanent experts. A minister is a temporary political

appointee. The civil servants (e.g., the Permanent Secretary) must advise the minister on

the history, feasibility, and technical details of a policy.
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3. Continuity in Government: Governments and ministers change every 4 or 8 years. The
civil service remains. It provides stability and continuity, ensuring that the government

can still function during political transitions.

4. Information Management: The civil service is the "memory" of the government. It

keeps all records, data, and files.

DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF A CITIZEN

Citizenship (from Chapter III) is a status of belonging to a state, which grants you rights (from

Chapter IV, like free speech). However, this status also comes with duties and obligations.
These are listed in Chapter I1, Section 24 of the 1999 Constitution. Every citizen has the duty to:

e (a) Be loyal to Nigeria and respect its ideals.

e (b) Uphold the Constitution and obey all lawful authorities.

e (c) Respect the dignity of other citizens.

e (d) Make positive contributions to the community and the nation.

¢ (e) Respect national symbols: The Flag, the National Anthem, the Pledge.
e (f) Pay taxes honestly and promptly.

¢ (g) Defend Nigeria and render national service (like NYSC) when required.

CHALLENGES OF THE NIGERIAN PUBLIC SERVICE

The public service is essential, but it faces massive, systemic challenges that hinder its

effectiveness.

1. Corruption & Inefficiency: This is the #1 challenge. Bribery, embezzlement, and "ghost

worker" scandals drain public funds and slow down services.

2. Bureaucracy (""Red Tape'"): The system is often slow, complex, and filled with
unnecessary paperwork, leading to frustration and delays.
3. Nepotism & Favoritism: Hiring and promotion are often based on "who you know"

(nepotism) or ethnicity, rather than on merit (skill and qualifications).
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Politicization: The "Federal Character" principle (Week 2), while intended to ensure
inclusion, is often abused. It can force a ministry to hire a less-qualified person over a
more-qualified one, just to fill a "quota."

Poor Remuneration & Working Conditions: Low salaries (which are often paid late)
can demotivate workers, lower morale, and encourage petty corruption as a means of
survival.

Lack of Modern Equipment: Many offices lack basic tools (computers, internet, stable

power) to work efficiently.

EVALUATION

A

What is the main difference between the Public Service and the Civil Service?
What are the three primary roles of the Civil Service?

What is the "duty of continuity" in the civil service?

List 5 duties of a Nigerian citizen, as outlined in Section 24 of the Constitution.

What is "Bureaucracy"? Explain three other major challenges facing the Nigerian public

service.

ASSIGNMENT

1.

Write a 250-word essay on the topic: "Analyze the role of the Civil Service as the 'engine

room' of government implementation."

"Politicization (e.g., Federal Character) in the Civil Service: A necessary evil or a barrier
to progress?" Write a 200-word argument.

Which of the "Duties of a Citizen" (Section 24) do you think is the most important, and
why?

Define the following terms: Public Service, Civil Service, Bureaucracy, Nepotism,
Meritocracy.

Research the "Udoji Commission" of 1974. What was its purpose, and what was its long-

term effect on the Nigerian Civil Service?
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WEEK 5: MIDTERM TEST
This week is dedicated to the Midterm Examination.

e TOPICS COVERED: All topics from Weeks 1-4.

o Week 1: Origin, Structure, and Features (Written, Rigid, Supreme, Federal) of the
Nigerian Constitution.

o Week 2: Fundamental Objectives & Directive Principles (Chapter II), including
Political (Federal Character), Economic, and Social objectives. The key concept
of Non-Justiciability.

o Week 3: Separation of Powers (Legislature, Executive, Judiciary) and the system
of Checks and Balances.

o Week 4: The Public Service vs. the Civil Service, Roles of the Civil Service
(Implementation, Advice, Continuity), and its Challenges (Corruption,

Bureaucracy).

e FORMAT: The test will include definitions, short-answer questions, and essay questions
requiring analysis (e.g., "Analyze the system of checks and balances," "Discuss the

concept of non-justiciability").




WEEK 6: NIGERIAN HERITAGE SITES
gy INTRODUCTION: TANGIBLE VS. INTANGIBLE HERITAGE

A nation's heritage is what it inherits from the past, values in the present, and passes on to future

generations.

e Intangible Heritage: These are the "unseen" parts of our culture (e.g., our languages,
music, festivals, proverbs, traditional knowledge).
e Tangible Heritage: These are the physical sites, monuments, and objects that have

outstanding cultural, historical, or natural value.

This week, we focus on Tangible Heritage Sites. These sites are "preserved" to protect them
from decay and destruction. The most important preservation body in the world is UNESCO

(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization).

i &'ﬂ. =

NIGERIAN HERITAGE SITES

-

Sukur Cultural Landscape Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN NIGERIA

A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a landmark or area that has been officially recognized by

the UN as having "outstanding universal value" to all of humanit. Nigeria currently has two.
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1. SUKUR CULTURAL LANDSCAPE (ADAMAWA STATE):

o What itis: A complex, ancient settlement located on a plateau in the Mandara

Mountains. It is not just a single building, but a whole /andscape.

o Why it's important (Its ""Heritage'):

Indigenous Architecture: It features the unique, dry-stone paved
walkways and the Hidi's Palace (the traditional ruler's residence), which
is a masterpiece of local architecture.

Ancient Industry: It contains evidence of centuries-old iron-smelting
(iron furnaces and forges), a key technology.

Spiritual and Social Structure: The layout of the village (with sacred
tombs and ceremonial sites) reflects a unique, intact social structure and
set of spiritual beliefs.

Terraced Farming: The hillsides are covered in complex terraces for

farming, showing an advanced, sustainable relationship with the land.

o It was Nigeria's first UNESCO site (inscribed 1999).

2. OSUN-OSOGBO SACRED GROVE (OSUN STATE):

o Whatitis: A large area of sacred, primary forest on the banks of the Osun

River, on the edge of the city of Osogbo. It is considered the some of the Yoruba

fertility goddess, Osun.

o Why it's important (Its ""Heritage'):

Religious: It is the last and largest of the sacred groves of the Yoruba
people. It is a living, breathing place of worship, with 40 shrines and
sanctuaries. The annual Osun-Osogbo Festival attracts thousands of

worshippers and tourists.

Artistic: The grove is famous for the modern sculptures (1950s-1980s)
created by the Austrian artist Susanne Wenger (known as "Adunni

Olorisa") and her "New Sacred Art" movement. These large, cement

23




sculptures of Yoruba deities "re-established" the spiritual bond between
the people and the forest.
= Natural: It is a rare patch of primary high forest that acts as a gene bank

for local plants and animals.

NATIONAL MUSEUMS

A Museum is an institution that preserves, researches, and displays artifacts (movable objects)

of historical and cultural importance.
e NATIONAL MUSEUM, LAGOS (ONIKAN):

o Significance: This is Nigeria's premier museum. It holds the finest collection of
Nigerian art in the world.
o Key Collections:
= The Nok Terracottas: (From 500 BCE) Some of the oldest sculptures in
sub-Saharan Africa.
= The Benin Bronzes: A priceless collection of bronze and brass heads and
plaques stolen by the British in 1897 (many are being returned and are
housed here).
* The Ife Heads: Naturalistic terracotta and bronze heads from Ife.
* The "Bullet-Riddled Car": The car in which General Murtala

Muhammed was assassinated in 1976.

e JOSMUSEUM & ZOO (PLATEAU STATE):

o Significance: One of the oldest museums, it is a major research center. It contains
a "Museum of Traditional Nigerian Architecture" with life-size replicas of

buildings from all over Nigeria.
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NATIONAL PARKS

A National Park is a large area of natural land, protected by the government to preserve its

biodiversity (its unique plants and animals, or "flora and fauna") and its natural landscape.

e Purpose: In-situ conservation (protecting animals in their natural habitat), scientific
research, and ecotourism.
e YANKARI NATIONAL PARK (BAUCHI STATE):
o Significance: Nigeria's most popular park. It is one of the last remaining homes
for the African Bush Elephant in West Africa.

o Features: It also has lions, buffalos, and is famous for the Wikki Warm Springs

(a natural, warm-water spring for swimming).
e CROSS RIVER NATIONAL PARK (CROSS RIVER STATE):
o Significance: Protects one of the oldest rainforests in Africa.

o Features: It is a "biodiversity hotspot," home to endangered species like the

Cross River Gorilla, Drills (monkeys), and the Pangolin.

EVALUATION

1. What is the difference between "Tangible" and "Intangible" heritage?

2. What does "UNESCOQO" stand for, and what is its purpose?
3. Describe two reasons why the Sukur Cultural Landscape is a World Heritage Site.
4. Describe two reasons why the Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is a World Heritage Site.
5. What is the main difference in purpose between a National Museum and a National
Park?
ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 250-word essay on the importance of preserving heritage sites. Why should we

spend money to protect "old places"?

2. Research the "Benin Bronzes." Write a 1-paragraph report on their history and the recent

efforts to repatriate (return) them to Nigeria.

3. What is "Ecotourism"? How can National Parks like Yankari use it to generate revenue?

25




4. Who was Susanne Wenger ("Adunni Olorisa"), and what was her role in the Osun-

Osogbo Grove?

5. Define: Heritage, Artifact, UNESCO, Biodiversity, In-situ Conservation.
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WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK

This week is for the Midterm Break. There are no formal lesson notes.
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WEEK 8: TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS
% INTRODUCTION

Traditional Institutions refer to the pre-colonial systems of government, leadership, and social
organization. These are the indigenous systems of kingship and chieftaincy that existed long

before Nigeria was created.

The heads of these institutions—Emirs, Obas, Obis, etc.—are known as Traditional Rulers.

THE EVOLUTION OF THEIR ROLES
The power and function of traditional rulers have changed dramatically over the past 200 years.

1. PRE-COLONIAL ERA (Before 1860s):
o Role: They were the government. They held absolute (or near-absolute)
executive, legislative, and judicial power.
o Example: The Oba of Benin was the head of state, the chief lawmaker, and the

final court of appeal. The Emir of Kano was the political and religious leader.
2. COLONIAL ERA (1860s - 1960):

o Role: Their power was subordinated to the British.
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The British used a policy of Indirect Rule, especially in the North. They ruled
through the traditional rulers.

New Role: They became agents of the colonial state, responsible for collecting
taxes, conscripting labor, and keeping the peace on behalf of the British. This

often increased the power of some rulers (like the Emirs) but weakened others.

3. POST-COLONIAL ERA (1960 - Present):

O

The 1999 Constitution: The constitution officially recognizes them but gives
them NO FORMAL CONSTITUTIONAL POWER. They do not have a

defined role in law-making or governance.
Modern Role: Their power is now advisory, cultural, and spiritual.
» They are "Custodians of Culture and Tradition."
= They are "Fathers of the People," expected to be neutral.
* They mediate disputes (e.g., land, family) outside the formal court system.
= They act as a "lobbying force," influencing state and local governments.

= They are members of the Council of Chiefs at the state level, which has

an advisory role.

ROLES OF SPECIFIC TRADITIONAL RULERS

While their modern roles are similar, their historical structures are different.

e EMIRS (HAUSA-FULANI, e.g., Emir of Kano, Sultan of Sokoto):

Structure: Highly centralized and theocratic (based on Islam). The Sultan of
Sokoto is the spiritual leader of all Nigerian Muslims.

Pre-colonial: The Emir ruled a centralized emirate through a court of officials
(e.g., Waziri, Madawaki). He administered Islamic Law (Shari'a).

Modern: Still holds immense religious and social influence. Advises state

governors, especially on religious and security matters.

e OBAS (YORUBA, e.g., Ooni of Ife, Alaafin of Oyo, Oba of Benin):
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o Structure: Highly centralized, divine-right monarchies. The Oba was (and is)
considered a sacred, divine figure.

o Pre-colonial: The Oba ruled through a complex system of chiefs (the Oyomesi in
Oyo), which acted as a "check and balance" on his power.

o Modern: The Oba (especially the Ooni of Ife as spiritual head and the Oba of
Benin) is a powerful symbol of Yoruba identity and history. They are key figures

in land matters and cultural festivals.

e OBIS (IGBO, e.g., Obi of Onitsha, Eze Nri):

o Structure: The Igbo political system was traditionally less centralized and more
republican ("Igbo enwe eze" - "the Igbo have no king").

o Pre-colonial: Governance was often done by a Council of Elders (Oha) and title
societies (Ozo). The "Obi" was often a "first among equals," not an absolute ruler

(with the exception of centralized states like Onitsha and Arochukwu).

o Modern: The role of the Obi/Eze has become more prominent, often modeled on
the Yoruba/Hausa system, but their primary role remains advisory and as a

cultural custodian.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Traditional Institutions" and "Traditional Rulers."

2. Describe the change in the role of a traditional ruler from the pre-colonial era to the
colonial era (under Indirect Rule).

3. What formal power does the 1999 Constitution give to traditional rulers?

4. Compare the traditional political structure of the Yoruba/Benin (Obas) with the
traditional structure of the Igbo (Obis).

5. What is the "Council of Chiefs," and what is its role?
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ASSIGNMENT

1.

Write a 250-word essay answering the question: "Debate: Should traditional rulers be
given a formal, constitutional role in the Nigerian government?" (e.g., a "House of

Chiefs" in the National Assembly).

What is the difference between a "political" leader (like a Governor) and a "traditional"

leader (like an Emir)?

. Research the Oyomesi in the old Oyo Empire. How did they act as a "check and balance"

on the power of the Alaafin?
Who is the current (a) Sultan of Sokoto, (b) Ooni of Ife, and (c) Oba of Benin?

Define: Indirect Rule, Theocratic, Republican (Igbo context), Custodian, Pre-colonial.
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WEEK 9: COLONIAL HERITAGE

INTRODUCTION: DEFINING COLONIALISM AND HERITAGE

e Colonialism: The policy and practice of a (usually) European power acquiring full or
partial political control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it

economically. In our case, this was British Colonialism (c. 1861 - 1960).

e Heritage: As we learned in Week 6, this is what is left behind.

Colonial Heritage, therefore, refers to the legacies (political, social, economic, and physical)

that were bequeathed to Nigeria by the British at independence. This heritage is complex, with

both positive and negative impacts that still shape Nigeria today.

NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF COLONIAL HERITAGE (THE "BURDENS")

1. POLITICAL IMPACTS:

o Forced Amalgamation (1914): The greatest negative impact. The British, for
administrative convenience and economic reasons (to use the South's port

revenue to fund the North), merged the Northern and Southern Protectorates into
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"Nigeria," without consulting the 250+ ethnic groups. This created the
"North/South" divide and the ethnic tensions that define our politics.

o Indirect Rule: The system of ruling through traditional leaders (Emirs, Obas).
This destroyed the traditional checks and balances (like in Igbo land) and made
the rulers accountable to the British, not their people.

o "Divide and Rule": The British often pitted one ethnic group against another to

maintain control.
2. ECONOMIC IMPACTS:
o Exploitation of Resources: The entire colonial economy was designed to extract
raw materials (palm oil, cocoa, tin, groundnuts) from Nigeria, ship them to
Britain, and sell finished goods (like soap, chocolate, textiles) back to Nigerians.
o Suppression of Local Industry: This system actively destroyed local industries
(e.g., local textile weaving, iron-working) that could compete with British goods.
o "Cash-Crop" Economy: They forced a focus on cash crops for export,
neglecting the development of food crops for local consumption (leading to food
insecurity).
3. SOCIAL/CULTURAL IMPACTS:
o Erosion of Culture: Traditional religion, art, and customs were labeled as
"primitive" or "pagan," leading to a loss of cultural identity.
o Inferiority Complex: The colonial system (in schools, jobs) taught that "White"
was superior and "Black" was inferior, leaving a long-lasting psychological
"colonial mentality."
o Creation of an "Elite" Class: Western education created a small, "anglicized"

elite that was often disconnected from the traditional masses.

POSITIVE IMPACTS OF COLONIAL HERITAGE (THE "LEGACIES")

While the motive was exploitation, colonialism had several unintended positive consequences

that form the basis of the modern Nigerian state.

1. POLITICAL IMPACTS:
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o Creation of "Nigeria": While the amalgamation was forced, it created the idea
of a single Nigerian state (a Westphalian state).

o Introduction of Rule of Law: The British introduced their legal system
(Common Law), the court system, and the principle that government is subject to
the law (at least in theory).

o Democracy: They introduced the "scaffolding" of modern democracy

(parliaments, elections, political parties).
2. STRUCTURAL (INFRASTRUCTURE) IMPACTS:
o Transportation: The British built the railways (e.g., Lagos-Kano), seaports
(Apapa, Port Harcourt), and roads.
o Note: This infrastructure was not built to "help" Nigerians. It was built to connect
the inland raw materials to the coastal ports for extraction. However, this

network became the backbone of modern Nigeria's economy.
3. SOCIAL IMPACTS:

o Western Education: The establishment of schools (like King's College, Queen's
College) and universities (e.g., University of Ibadan) created a modern, educated
workforce.

o English Language: The introduction of English provided a "Lingua Franca"—
a neutral, common language that allows a person from Sokoto (Hausa) to
communicate with a person from Owerri (Igbo) and a person from Ibadan
(Yoruba).

o Western Medicine: The introduction of modern (allopathic) medicine, sanitation,
and hospitals drastically reduced infant mortality and controlled diseases like

smallpox.

LESSONS FROM OUR COLONIAL HERITAGE

e The importance of self-reliance and building an independent economy (not one based on

exporting raw materials).

e The constant need to work on national unity to overcome the artificial divides created by

colonialism.
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e The value of education and modern infrastructure.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Colonialism" and "Colonial Heritage."

2. What was the Amalgamation of 1914, and why is it considered the greatest negative
political impact?

3. Explain the negative economic legacy of colonialism (e.g., "cash crop economy").

4. List two positive political impacts and two positive social impacts of the colonial heritage.

5. What is a "Lingua Franca", and why is it important for Nigeria?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 250-word essay on the topic: "The 1914 Amalgamation: A Blessing or a Curse?"
2. Explain the policy of "Indirect Rule." How did it work, and what was its long-term effect?

3. The British built railways to "extract resources," not to "help Nigerians." In a 200-word
essay, analyze this statement.

4. What is "Colonial Mentality"? Give one example of how it still affects modern Nigerian
society.

5. Define: Amalgamation, Indirect Rule, Cash Crop, Lingua Franca, Westphalian State.
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WEEK 10: PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL RECORDS
T INTRODUCTION: NATIONAL MEMORY

Historical records are the "memory" of a nation. Without them, a country has no identity, no

proof of its past, and no way to learn from its mistakes.

Preservation is the proactive science of protecting these records from decay and damage.

Conservation is the reactive (hands-on) repair of records that are already damaged.

This preservation is done by three main types of institutions: Archives, Museums, and

Libraries.

1. ARCHIVES

e Definition: An Archive is an institution that collects, preserves, and provides access to
primary source documents and unpublished records that have long-term historical,

legal, or administrative value.
e  What they hold: The "raw materials" of history.

o Government records (e.g., treaties, laws, colonial reports, court proceedings).

36




o Personal papers (e.g., letters, diaries of important people).
o Maps, photographs, and architectural plans.

Example: The National Archives of Nigeria (with branches in Ibadan, Kaduna, and

Enugu). The Ibadan archive holds the original colonial records.

Function: To serve as the legal and administrative memory of the government and to

provide evidence for historical researchers. You go to an archive to do research.

2. MUSEUMS

Definition: A Museum is an institution that collects, preserves, researches, and displays

artifacts (physical, tangible objects) of cultural, historical, or scientific importance.
What they hold: The "physical objects" of history.

o Archaeology: Nok Terracottas, Ife Heads.

o Art/Culture: Benin Bronzes, /beji (twin) statues, masks, royal regalia.

o History: The bullet-riddled car of Murtala Muhammed.
Example: The National Museum, Lagos; Jos Museum.

Function: To educate the public and inspire cultural pride through exhibitions and

displays. You go to a museum to see and learn.

3. LIBRARIES

Definition: A Library is an institution that collects, organizes, and provides public

access to published sources of information.
What they hold: Secondary sources (materials that analyze history, rather than being
history).
o Books (e.g., history books, novels).
o Journals, magazines, and newspapers.
o Digital resources (e.g., e-books, databases).
Example: The National Library of Nigeria (in Abuja) or your local university library.

Function: To provide broad public access to knowledge for education and recreation.
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COMPARISON OF THE THREE INSTITUTIONS

Feature ARCHIVES MUSEUMS LIBRARIES
Main Content | Primary Sources Artifacts (Physical Secondary Sources
(Unpublished) Objects) (Published)
Examples Government files, letters, | Nok heads, Benin Books, journals,
maps bronzes, masks newspapers
Main Function | Provides Evidence / Provides Exhibits / Provides Access to
"Admin Memory" "Public Education" Knowledge
The "Big "What is the evidence?" "What did it look like?" | "What is known about
Question" it?"
EVALUATION
1. What is the main difference between "Preservation" and "Conservation"?
2. What is an Archive? What kind of materials does it hold?
3. What is a Museum? What kind of materials does it hold?
4. What is a Library? What kind of materials does it hold?
5. What is the key difference between a "Primary Source" and a "Secondary Source"?
ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 250-word essay explaining why "a nation without its archives is a nation with
amnesia (memory loss)."
2. "A museum is a place for public education, while an archive is a place for research."
Discuss this statement (200 words).
3. Research the "National Archives of Nigeria." Where is its headquarters, and what kind of
records does it hold?
4. Why is it important for the government to preserve its old records (e.g., court

proceedings, land treaties)?
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5. Define: Archive, Museum, Library, Primary Source, Artifact, Exhibition.
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WEEK 11-13: REVISION & EXAMS

s GENERAL REVIEW OF ALL FIRST TERM TOPICS

This period is for a comprehensive review of all concepts, principles, and institutions covered

this term, in preparation for the final examination.

e WEEK 1: NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION

O

O

(@]

Definition: The grundnorm (supreme law).

Origin: The 7-step evolution: Colonial (Clifford 1922, Richards 1946,
Macpherson 1951, Lyttleton 1954) - Post-Colonial (Independence 1960,
Republican 1963, 1979/1999).

Features: Written, Rigid, Supreme, Federal, Presidential.

e WEEK 2: FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVES & DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES

(@]

O

Found in Chapter II. They are the goals or "moral compass" of the nation.

Key Concept: They are NON-JUSTICIABLE (Sec 6[6][c]) - you cannot sue the

government for failing to provide them.

Objectives: Political (Federal Character), Economic (no concentration of wealth),

Social (justice), Educational (free, "as and when practicable").

e WEEK 3: SEPARATION OF POWERS

From Baron de Montesquieu, to prevent tyranny.

Legislature (Sec 4): Makes laws, approves budget, confirms appointments.
Executive (Sec 5): Implements laws, appoints officials.

Judiciary (Sec 6): Interprets laws, Judicial Review.

Checks & Balances: The system of mutual control (e.g., Veto, Impeachment,

Judicial Review).

e WEEK 4: PUBLIC SERVICE & CITIZENSHIP

o

(@]

Public Service: ALL government employees (teachers, police, nurses).
Civil Service: The core ministry staff (admin).
Roles: Implementation, Advice, Continuity.

Challenges: Corruption, Bureaucracy, Politicization (Federal Character vs. Merit).
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e WEEK 6: NIGERIAN HERITAGE SITES
o UNESCO Sites: Sukur Cultural Landscape (terraces, iron, Hidi's Palace) and

Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (forest, shrines, Susanne Wenger sculptures).
o Museums (Lagos, Jos): Preserve artifacts (Nok, Benin, Ife).
o National Parks (Yankari, Cross River): Preserve biodiversity (flora/fauna).
e WEEK 8: TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

o Pre-colonial (rulers) — Colonial (Indirect Rule agents) -~ Modern (No formal

constitutional power; advisory and cultural custodians).
o Emirs (Hausa-Fulani), Obas (Yoruba), Obis (Igbo).
e WEEK 9: COLONIAL HERITAGE

o Negative: Forced Amalgamation of 1914, "divide and rule," cash-

crop/exploitative economy, cultural erosion.

o Positive: English (Lingua Franca), Western Education, modern infrastructure

(rail/ports), Rule of Law, creation of "Nigeria" as a state.
e WEEK 10: PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL RECORDS

o Archives: Hold Primary Sources / Documents (e.g., files, letters) for

research/evidence.

o Museums: Hold Artifacts / Objects (e.g., masks, bronzes) for public
display/education.

o Libraries: Hold Secondary Sources / Books (e.g., textbooks) for public access.
FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination will test all aspects of this term's work. Be prepared to define, compare,

list, and write in-depth analyses of all the key concepts, institutions, and historical processes.

Here are comprehensive, detailed, and expansive lesson notes for the SS2 First Term Citizenship

and Heritage Studies scheme of work.
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SS2 CITIZENSHIP AND HERITAGE STUDIES LESSON NOTES

SECOND TERM

WEEK 1: GOVERNANCE & CITIZENSHIP

T MEANING, PRINCIPLES, AND SYSTEMS OF GOVERNANCE

Governance & Citizenship

GOOD
GOVERNANCE J

1. MEANING OF GOVERNANCE AND CITIZENSHIP
It's crucial to understand the deep distinction between "Government" and "Governance."

e Government: This refers to the institution or the group of people (the "what" or "who")
who are in charge of running a state at a given time. It is the formal machinery (e.g., the

President, Ministers, National Assembly).

e Governance: This refers to the process or the act of governing (the "how"). It is the

system by which decisions are made and implemented.
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Governance is a broader concept. It includes the "Government," but also involves
the influence and participation of the Private Sector (businesses) and Civil Society

(citizens, NGOs, community groups) in making decisions.

e Citizenship: This is a dual concept.

a. A Legal Status: It is the legal and political status of belonging to a particular
state (e.g., Nigeria). This status grants you certain rights (like the right to vote,
the right to a passport, protection from the state).

b. A Practice: It is the practice of fulfilling one's duties and responsibilities as a
member of that state (e.g., paying taxes, obeying laws, participating in the

community).

The Link: Good governance is impossible without active, informed, and responsible citizenship.

2. PRINCIPLES OF GOOD GOVERNANCE

"Good Governance" is the standard for how a public institution should conduct its affairs. It is

based on several key principles:

1. PARTICIPATION:

o This means all citizens (men, women, ethnic groups, religious groups) should
have a voice in decision-making, either directly or through legitimate
representatives.

o It requires that the government protects the rights of Freedom of Association and
Freedom of Speech.

2. RULE OF LAW:

o This is the most important principle. It means that no one is above the law—not
the President, not the police, not the rich.

o It requires that laws are clear, public, stable, and applied equally to everyone. It
also requires an independent judiciary to interpret these laws.

3. TRANSPARENCY:
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o This means that the actions of the government are visible and understandable to
the public.
o It involves publishing government contracts, budgets, and public records. It is the
opposite of "secrecy."
o Example: The Freedom of Information (FOI) Act is a tool for transparency.
4. ACCOUNTABILITY:
o This is the "answer" to transparency. If a government is transparent, it can then be
held accountable (responsible) for its actions.
o Vertical Accountability: Citizens holding the government accountable (e.g.,
voting them out).
o Horizontal Accountability: Government institutions checking each other (e.g.,
the Legislature checking the Executive).
5. RESPONSIVENESS:
o The government must serve the needs of a// stakeholders within a reasonable
timeframe. It must respond to the demands of the people.
6. EQUITY AND INCLUSIVENESS:
o Ensuring that a/l members of society feel they have a stake in it and are not
excluded. This means protecting the rights of ethnic or religious minorities and

vulnerable populations (like the poor or disabled).

3. SYSTEMS OF GOVERNANCE

This classifies who holds power and how they use it.

e Monarchy: "Rule by one."
o Absolute Monarchy: The King/Queen holds all power (legislative, executive,
judicial). They are the law. (e.g., Saudi Arabia).

o Constitutional Monarchy: The King/Queen is only a ceremonial Head of State.

The real power is held by an elected Parliament. (e.g., The United Kingdom).
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Oligarchy: "Rule by the few." Power is held by a small, wealthy, or military elite. (e.g.,
Apartheid South Africa was an oligarchy).
Theocracy: "Rule by God." The state is ruled by religious leaders who claim to be
guided by divine law. (e.g., The Vatican, Iran).
Democracy: "Rule by the people" (demos = people, kratos = rule).
o Direct Democracy: All citizens vote on al/ laws. (Rare; only works in small
communities).
o Representative Democracy (Republic): Citizens elect officials (President, MPs)
to represent them and make laws on their behalf. This is the most common

modern system (e.g., Nigeria, USA, Ghana).

EVALUATION

. In your own words, what is the core difference between "Government" and "Governance"?

. Explain the "Rule of Law." Why is it considered the most important principle of good

governance?
. What is the difference between "Transparency" and "Accountability"?
Compare and contrast an Absolute Monarchy with a Constitutional Monarchy.

. What is "Non-Justiciability," and how does it relate to Chapter II of the Nigerian
Constitution (from SS1)?

ASSIGNMENT

. Write a 250-word essay on the topic: "Good governance requires active citizenship."

. Nigeria is a Representative Democracy. What is the main advantage of this system over

a Direct Democracy?

. Explain how the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act is a tool for achieving

Transparency.
. Define the following terms: Stakeholder, Equity, Inclusiveness, Oligarchy, Theocracy.

Observe your local government or school. Give one example of "good governance" and

one example of "poor governance" that you have seen.
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WEEK 2: FEDERALISM IN NIGERIA

DEFINITION AND FEATURES OF FEDERALISM

Federalism is a system of government where political power is shared (divided) between a

strong central (federal) government and its component units (states or regions), as defined by a

constitution.
FEDERALISM IN NIGERIA:
THE BALANCE OF POWER.
RESIDUAL LIST OVER-CENTRALIZATION
(States) EBATE
CONCURRENT LIST
(Shared)
RESIDUAL LIST EXCLUSIVE LIST
(Shates) (Federal)

It is a compromise between a Unitary System (where all power is at the center, like the UK or

Ghana) and a Confederal System (where all power is with the states, and the center is weak).

Nigeria adopted federalism in 1954 (Lyttleton Constitution) as a way to manage its deep ethnic

and religious diversity.

KEY FEATURES OF A FEDERAL SYSTEM (as seen in Nigeria):

1.

DIVISION OF POWERS (The Legislative Lists): The 1999 Constitution (Second
Schedule) explicitly divides power:

o Exclusive List: 68 items. Only the Federal Government can legislate on these.
(e.g., Defense/Army, Currency, Police, Aviation, Customs, International

Relations).
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o Concurrent List: Items that both the Federal and State governments can legislate
on. (e.g., Health, Education, Roads, Agriculture).
o Residual List: All matters not on the other two lists are left for the State
Governments (and Local Governments) to handle.
WRITTEN AND RIGID CONSTITUTION: A federal state must have a written
constitution that clearly defines this power-sharing. It must be "rigid" (difficult to amend)
so that one level of government cannot easily steal power from the other.
BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE: The central legislature (the National Assembly) has

two houses.

o House of Representatives: Represents the people based on population.

o Senate: Represents the states based on equality (each state has 3 senators,

regardless of size). This protects the rights of smaller states.

SUPREMACY OF THE CONSTITUTION: The constitution is the grundnorm
(supreme law). If any law from the federal or state government conflicts with the
constitution, the constitution prevails.
INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY: An independent Supreme Court is required to act as an
"umpire" to settle disputes between the Federal and State governments (e.g., "Who has

the power to control inland waterways?").

IMPORTANCE OF FEDERALISM IN NIGERIA

1.

MANAGEMENT OF DIVERSITY: This is the #1 reason. Nigeria has over 250 ethnic
groups. Federalism allows these diverse groups to govern themselves in ways that respect
their unique cultures, languages, and religions at the state level.

GOVERNMENT "CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE": It brings governance down to the
state and local levels, making it more responsive to local needs (e.g., a state government
can focus on its specific agricultural or health needs).

CHECK ON TYRANNY: By dividing power, federalism prevents the over-

concentration of power in one person or one capital city.
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4. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & COMPETITION: It allows states to develop at
their own pace and compete with each other ("competitive federalism") to attract
investment and talent.

5. UNITY IN DIVERSITY: It is the only system that allows Nigeria to remain a single,

unified country while respecting its deep-seated diversity.

CHALLENGES OF NIGERIAN FEDERALISM ("TRUE FEDERALISM" DEBATE)
Despite its importance, the practice of federalism in Nigeria faces major challenges.

1. OVER-CENTRALIZATION (A "UNITARY" FEDERALISM):

o The Problem: The Federal Government (FQG) is too powerful. This is a legacy of
military rule (which is unitary by nature). The "Exclusive List" is too long (68
items), leaving the states weak.

o Example: The FG controls the Police, Prisons, and all major resources (oil,
minerals). State Governors are "Chief Security Officers" who have no power to
command their own police.

2. REVENUE ALLOCATION (THE "NATIONAL CAKE"):

o The Problem: This is the most contentious issue. How is the money in the
"Federation Account" (mostly from oil) shared between the FG, states, and LGAs?
o The Debate:
= Derivation Principle: Oil-producing states (e.g., Niger Delta) argue they
should receive a larger share (more than the current 13% derivation)
because the oil comes from their land and they suffer the environmental
damage.
= Population/Equality: Other states (especially in the North) argue the
money is national wealth and should be shared based on population and
equality of states to ensure even development.

3. ETHNIC/MINORITY ISSUES (FEAR OF MARGINALIZATION):
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o The Problem: The "big three" ethnic groups (Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba, Igbo)
dominate the political landscape, leading to fears of marginalization among the

200+ other ethnic "minorities."
o The "Solution" (Federal Character): This principle (from SS1, Wk 2) was
designed to ensure all states/groups are represented in government jobs, but it is

often criticized for promoting "quota systems" over "merit."

4. STATE CREATION & VIABILITY:

o The Problem: States are often created for political reasons (to satisfy an ethnic
elite) rather than for economic viability. Most of the 36 states are not

economically viable; they are "parasitic" and rely 90%+ on federal oil money to

survive.
5. SECURITY (THE STATE POLICE DEBATE):
o The Problem: The single, federal "Nigerian Police Force" is often accused of
being ineffective and unresponsive to local needs.
o The Debate: Should states be allowed to create their own "State Police"?
= Pros: Local police would know the local terrain, language, and people,
and be directly accountable to the Governor.
= (Cons: Fear that State Police could be used by Governors as a private army
to harass political opponents.
EVALUATION
1. Define Federalism. Why did Nigeria adopt it in 19547
2. What is the "Exclusive List"? Give three examples of items on it.
3. Explain the function of the Senate in a federal system.
4. What is "Revenue Allocation," and what is the "Derivation Principle"?
5. What is the "State Police Debate"? Give one "pro" and one "con" for creating state police.
ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Is Nigerian federalism truly federal, or is it a

unitary system in disguise?"
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Draw a simple diagram showing the "Division of Powers." It should have three columns:
Exclusive List (3 examples), Concurrent List (3 examples), and Residual List (3

examples).

What is the "Federal Character Principle"? In your opinion, does it sol/ve or worsen

the challenge of ethnic rivalry? (200 words).
What is "Economic Viability"? Why are most Nigerian states considered "non-viable"?

Define: Unitary System, Confederal System, Bicameral, Supremacy, Derivation.
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WEEK 3: HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

§8 MEANING OF HUMAN RIGHTS (REVIEW)

Human Rights are fundamental, universal, and inalienable rights that a person is entitled to

simply because they are human. They are not "gifts" from the government; they are inherent.

In Nigeria, these rights are formally guaranteed in Chapter I'V (Sections 33-46) of the 1999

Constitution. Examples include:

e Section 33:
e Section 34:
e Section 35:
e Section 36:
e Section 37:
e Section 39:

e Section 40:

Human Rights Violations are any actions (by the state or by individuals) that deny or interfere

Right to Life

Right to Dignity (no torture, no forced labor)

Right to Personal Liberty (no unlawful arrest or detention)
Right to Fair Hearing

Right to Private Life

Right to Freedom of Expression (speech, press)

Right to Peaceful Assembly and Association

with these fundamental rights.
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CAUSES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN NIGERIA
Violations are not random; they are often systemic.

1. LEGACY OF MILITARY RULE: Decades of military dictatorship (1966-1999)
created a "culture of impunity" where state agents (police, army) were used to dealing
with citizens through force, intimidation, and decree, rather than the rule of law. This
culture persists.

2. IGNORANCE OF RIGHTS: A large portion of the population (especially in rural areas)
is unaware of their constitutional rights. An ignorant populace cannot demand their rights
or identify a violation when it happens.

3. CORRUPTION AND WEAK INSTITUTIONS:

o Police Brutality: The police force is often under-funded, poorly trained, and
poorly paid, leading to corruption (e.g., "bail for sale") and brutality (e.g., extra-
judicial killings, torture to extract confessions).

o Slow Judicial System: "Justice delayed is justice denied." A citizen can be held
in "awaiting trial" detention for years, which is a massive violation of their Right

to Personal Liberty (Sec 35).
4. POVERTY AND ILLITERACY:

o Poverty is a cause of violations. A poor person cannot afford a lawyer to

challenge an unlawful arrest.
o Poverty leads to other violations like child labor and human trafficking.

5. HARMFUL TRADITIONAL/CULTURAL PRACTICES:

o Certain traditional customs violate the rights of individuals, particularly women
and children.

o Examples: Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) (a violation of Right to Dignity,
Sec 34), Child Marriage, Osu Caste System (discrimination), and certain
"widowhood rites."

6. EMERGENCY /SECURITY SITUATIONS:
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o In the process of fighting insurgency (e.g., Boko Haram) or banditry, security
forces may commit violations (e.g., detention without trial, torture of suspects,

"collateral damage" on civilians) in the name of "national security."

EFFECTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

1. ON THE INDIVIDUAL:

o Physical/Psychological Trauma: Victims suffer from fear, depression, injury,
and loss of dignity.

o Loss of Livelihood: Unlawful detention or destruction of property leads to
poverty.

o Apathy: Citizens become disengaged and apathetic, believing "nothing will
change."

2. ON SOCIETY (NATIONAL):

o Cycle of Violence: When people feel the state is unjust (e.g., police brutality),
they lose faith in the system and may take the law into their own hands, leading to
mob justice or support for insurgents.

o Social Instability: Widespread violations create an atmosphere of fear, distrust,
and tension, which can lead to civil unrest.

3. ON THE NATION (INTERNATIONAL):

o Poor International Reputation: A country known for violations is seen as a
"pariah state."

o Sanctions: Other countries may impose economic or military sanctions.

o Reduced Foreign Investment: Investors are hesitant to put money into a country

that does not respect the rule of law.

REMEDIES (SOLUTIONS) FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
If your rights are violated, what can you do?

1. THE LEGAL REMEDY (THE COURTS):
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o This is the primary remedy. Chapter IV of the constitution is Justiciable.
o This means a citizen can sue the government (e.g., the Police) for damages if their
rights are breached.
o Legal Aid: The Legal Aid Council of Nigeria is a government body tasked with
providing free lawyers to poor citizens.
2. INSTITUTIONAL REMEDIES (GOVERNMENT BODIES):
o The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): This is the main

government institution created to investigate (but not prosecute) allegations of

rights abuses. It can mediate and recommend compensation.

o Public Complaints Commission (Ombudsman): A citizen can report cases of

administrative injustice by public servants.
3. SOCIAL/ADVOCACY REMEDIES (CIVIL SOCIETY):
o NGOs: Non-Governmental Organizations (e.g., Amnesty International, SERAP,
FIDA) play a crucial role in exposing violations.
o The Media (" The Fourth Estate'): Journalists who investigate and publicize

rights abuses are a powerful check on government.
4. EDUCATIONAL REMEDIES:

o Civic Education: Teaching Citizenship, Government, and Human Rights in all

schools to create a new generation that knows and demands its rights.

EVALUATION
1. What is the legal difference between Chapter IV (Human Rights) and Chapter I1
(Fundamental Objectives) of the 1999 Constitution?
List five major causes of human rights violations in Nigeria.
Explain how poverty can be both a cause and an effect of rights violations.

What is the Legal Aid Council, and what is its purpose?

A

What is the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), and what is its primary

function?
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ASSIGNMENT

1.

Write a 300-word essay on the "Legacy of Military Rule" and how it has contributed to a

culture of human rights violations in Nigeria.

What is Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)? Explain how it violates at least two

fundamental rights from Chapter IV.

Research the Public Complaints Commission (Ombudsman). What is its mandate, and

how can a citizen file a complaint?
What is the role of the media (the "Fourth Estate") in checking human rights abuses?

Define: Inalienable, Impunity, Extra-judicial Killing, Apathy, Justiciable, Ombudsman.
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WEEK 4: CIVIL SOCIETY & NGOS

CIVIL SOCIETY & NGOs

MEANING OF CIVIL SOCIETY

Civil Society is the "third sector" of society. It is the public space where citizens organize

themselves around shared interests, values, and goals.
It exists separately from:

1. The State: The (government and its agencies).

2. The Market: The (private, for-profit business sector).
Civil Society is the space for collective citizen action. It includes:

e Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) (e.g., your town union, village meeting).
e Trade Unions (e.g., NLC, TUC, ASUU).

e Religious Groups (e.g., churches and mosques, in their social capacity).

e Student Unions (e.g., NANS).

e Media Organizations.

...and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).
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MEANING OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOS)
An NGO is a formal, professional, non-profit, private organization.

e Non-Governmental: They are not part of the government.

¢ Non-Profit: Their main goal is not to make money, but to achieve a social mission.

(They do pay salaries, but all "profit" is re-invested in the mission).

e Organized: They have a formal structure (e.g., a Board of Directors, staff).

NGO vs. Civil Society: Civil society is the ocean. NGOs are the professional ships (like

speedboats and cargo ships) that operate within that ocean.

ROLES IN DEMOCRACY, ADVOCACY, AND SERVICE

NGOs and Civil Society are essential for a healthy democracy. They perform the roles that

citizens cannot do alone and that the government wil/ not or cannot do.

1. THE "WATCHDOG" ROLE (ACCOUNTABILITY)
¢ Function: Civil Society acts as a "watchdog" that monitors the government (the State) to
ensure it is transparent and accountable (Week 1).
e Actions:

o Exposing Corruption: NGOs (like SERAP - Socio-Economic Rights and
Accountability Project) analyze budgets, use the FOI Act, and sue the government

to expose embezzlement.

o Monitoring Human Rights: Groups (like Amnesty International) investigate

and publish reports on police brutality or rights abuses.

o Election Monitoring: Independent organizations (like Yiaga Africa) act as

election observers to ensure the process is free and fair.
2. THE "ADVOCACY" ROLE (LOBBYING)

e Function: To "speak for" a cause (advocacy) or a marginalized group (e.g., women,

children, the disabled).

e Actions:
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o Lobbying for Law Changes: They pressure the National Assembly to pass good
laws or repeal bad laws.
= Example: The "Not Too Young To Run" campaign was led by a civil

society coalition that successfully lobbied for a constitutional amendment.

o Public Campaigns: They raise public awareness about an issue (e.g., campaigns

against domestic violence, climate change, or FGM).
o Litigation: Using the courts to challenge government policy (e.g., FIDA -
Federation of Women Lawyers, who may sue on behalf of abused women).
3. THE "SERVICE DELIVERY" ROLE
e Function: To fill the gap where the government is failing to provide basic services.
e Actions:
o Humanitarian Aid: (e.g., Red Cross, Doctors Without Borders) providing food
and medicine in IDP camps.
o Development Projects: NGOs drilling boreholes (water), building primary health
clinics, or giving out mosquito nets.
o Legal Aid: Providing free legal services to the poor (like the Legal Aid Council,
or FIDA).
4. THE "CIVIC EDUCATION" ROLE
e Function: To educate the public about their rights and responsibilities.
e Actions:
o Holding town hall meetings.
o Running "Get Out The Vote" (GOTV) campaigns.

o Simplifying complex government policies for the public.

EVALUATION

1. What is the "third sector" of society? Define "Civil Society."
2. What is the main difference between "Civil Society" and an "NGO"?

3. Explain the "Watchdog" role of civil society. Give one example.
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4. Explain the "Advocacy" role. Give one real-world example of a successful advocacy
campaign.

5. What is the "Service Delivery" role? Why is it necessary?

ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "A democracy without a strong civil society is a
democracy in name only."
2. Research one prominent Nigerian NGO (e.g., SERAP, FIDA, Yiaga Africa, BudgIT).
Write a one-page report on:
o (a) Its full name.
o (b) Its main mission.
o (c) Which of the "roles" (watchdog, advocacy, service) it performs.
3. What is a Trade Union (e.g., ASUU, NLC)? How does it function as part of civil society?
4. Why is the "Civic Education" role of NGOs so important for a country with high
illiteracy?

5. Define: NGO, CBO, Advocacy, Lobbying, Watchdog, Non-Profit.
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WEEK 5: MIDTERM TEST
This week is dedicated to the Midterm Examination.

e TOPICS COVERED: All topics from Weeks 1-4.
o Week 1: Governance (vs. Government), Principles (Transparency, Accountability,
Rule of Law), Systems (Democracy, Monarchy).
o Week 2: Federalism (Features: Legislative Lists, Bicameralism), Importance
(Diversity), Challenges (Over-centralization, Revenue Allocation/Derivation,
State Police).
o Week 3: Human Rights Violations (Causes: Ignorance, Corruption, Poverty,
Harmful Traditions), Effects, and Remedies (Courts, NHRC, Legal Aid).
o Week 4: Civil Society (the "third sector") and NGOs (formal organizations).
Roles: Watchdog (monitoring), Advocacy (lobbying), Service Delivery (filling
gaps).
e FORMAT: The test will include definitions, short-answer questions, and essay questions

requiring deep analysis (e.g., "Analyze the challenges of Nigerian federalism," "Compare

the roles of the NHRC and an NGO like SERAP").
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WEEK 6: SECURITY & CITIZENSHIP
O INTRODUCTION: NATIONAL SECURITY

National Security is the primary duty of a government (as stated in Chapter II of the
Constitution). It is the protection of the nation's sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the safety

of its citizens from internal and external threats.

In Nigeria, security is managed by a complex web of agencies, each with a specific mandate.

SECURITY & CITIZENSHIP

OUR COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY

ROLES OF KEY SECURITY AGENCIES

1. THE NIGERIAN POLICE FORCE (NPF)
e Mandate: Internal Security (domestic).
e Governing Law: The Police Act 2020.
e Primary Roles:

o Prevention and Detection of Crime: This is their core job (e.g., robbery,
kidnapping, murder).
o Apprehension of Offenders: (Arrest).
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o Protection of Life and Property: (The "first responders").

o Enforcement of all Laws and Ordinances: (e.g., traffic laws).

o Maintenance of Law and Order: (e.g., crowd control, riot response).

e Key Distinction: The Police are the lead agency for internal crime and disorder.

2. THE NIGERIAN ARMY (NA)

e Mandate: External Security (Primarily).

e Primary Roles:

a.

Defending Nigeria from External Aggression: This is their #1 job (e.g., fighting
a war with another country).

Maintaining Nigeria's Territorial Integrity: Securing the nation's borders.
Restoring Order (Internal): The Army can only be deployed internally when the
President "calls them in" to "aid civil authorities" (the Police) when a situation is
beyond the Police's capacity.

Example: Counter-insurgency (fighting Boko Haram) or suppressing a major

insurrection.

e Key Distinction: The Army fights "enemies of the state" (like insurgents/invaders); the

Police handle "criminals."

3. NIGERIA SECURITY AND CIVIL DEFENCE CORPS (NSCDC)

e Mandate: A specialized federal security agency with a unique mandate.

e Primary Roles:

a.

Protection of Critical National Infrastructure: This is their main job. They are
the lead agency for protecting oil and gas pipelines, power infrastructure

(PHCN), telecommunication masts, and public buildings from vandalism.

Disaster Management: They are "first responders" for national disasters (e.g.,

flooding, building collapse), helping to rescue victims.

Regulation of Private Security: They license, monitor, and train all private

security guard companies in Nigeria.

Peace and Conflict Resolution: They mediate disputes between citizens.

63




4. DEPARTMENT OF STATE SERVICES (DSS)

Mandate: Internal Intelligence (Domestic Spying).

Primary Roles: The DSS (or "SSS") is Nigeria's secret police. Their job is not to arrest

common criminals, but to gather intelligence on, and neutralize, threats to the state itself.

Examples: Counter-espionage (catching foreign spies), counter-terrorism, detecting

threats of subversion or insurrection (plots to overthrow the government).

THE CITIZEN'S ROLE IN SECURITY

Security is not just a job for the government. It is a partnership between the agencies and the

citizens. The security agencies cannot succeed without the cooperation of the people.

Citizens' Roles and Responsibilities:

1.

OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW: The first duty of a citizen is to not be the one causing
the insecurity. This means obeying laws, paying taxes, and resolving disputes peacefully.
VIGILANCE ("SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING"):
o This is the most important role. The citizen is the "eyes and ears" of the security
forces.
o This means being aware of your surroundings. Noticing strange activity,
unfamiliar vehicles, or suspicious packages and reporting them to the police.
PROVIDING INFORMATION (COOPERATION):
o Willingness to act as a witness in a criminal investigation.
o Providing anonymous tips (e.g., to the DSS) about threats (like kidnapping dens
or terrorist activity).
COMMUNITY POLICING:
o Definition: This is a philosophy where the police and the community work
together as partners to solve local problems.
o Action: This involves forming recognized and lawful Neighborhood Watch or
Vigilante Groups that collaborate with the NPF, rather than acting as a separate,

armed force.
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5. AVOIDING "MOB JUSTICE":

o A key civic duty is to trust the rule of law. When a suspect is caught, the citizen's
duty is to hand them over to the police, not to engage in "jungle justice" (beating
or lynching), which is a crime itself.

EVALUATION
1. What is the primary difference in mandate between the Nigerian Police Force (NPF)
and the Nigerian Army (NA)?
2. What is the specific, primary mandate of the NSCDC?
3. What is the main role of the DSS?
4. Explain the concept of "Community Policing."
5. What are three key roles a citizen must play to support national security?
ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Security is a shared responsibility between the
government and the citizens."
2. Research the "Amotekun Corps" (in the Southwest) or "Ebube Agu" (in the Southeast).
How do these regional security outfits relate to the concept of "Community Policing" and
the "State Police" debate (from Week 2)?
3. Why is "Mob Justice" a failure of both citizenship and governance?
4. Define the following terms: Sovereignty, Territorial Integrity, Insurrection, Espionage,
Counter-insurgency.
5. Draw a simple chart showing the four security agencies (NPF, NA, NSCDC, DSS) and

their primary mandate.
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WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK

This week is for the Midterm Break. There are no formal lesson notes.
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WEEK 8: NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY
® INTRODUCTION TO FOREIGN POLICY

A country's Foreign Policy is its set of goals, strategies, and actions for interacting with other
countries and international organizations (like the UN, AU, ECOWAS) to protect and promote

its national interests.
National Interest: This is a country's #1 goal:

1. Survival: (Protecting its sovereignty and territory).
2. Economic Well-being: (Promoting trade, attracting investment).

3. National Image/Prestige.

pEBL
R 4 S

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY

The principles and objectives are enshrined in the Constitution (Chapter II) and have been

consistent since independence.

OBJECTIVES (The "What" / The "Goal"):
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. Protection of Nigeria's Sovereignty: Protecting our independence and territorial
integrity from any external threat.

. Promotion of National Economic Interest: Creating policies that favor Nigerian trade,
attract foreign investment, and protect Nigerian businesses abroad.

. Promotion of African Unity and World Peace: Working through organizations like the
African Union (AU) and the United Nations (UN) to resolve conflicts.

. Promotion of the Dignity of Black People: Fighting against racism and discrimination

against black people anywhere in the world.

PRINCIPLES (The "How" / The "Strategy'):

. AFROCENTRISM (The Centerpiece):

o Definition: This is the core belief that Africa is the center of Nigerian foreign
policy.

o Concept: As the "Giant of Africa" (the most populous, richest black nation),
Nigeria has a "manifest destiny" and a "big brother" responsibility to lead, protect,
and speak for all of Africa and all black people globally.

. NON-ALIGNMENT (Historical):

o During the Cold War (1960-1990), Nigeria officially refused to align with either
the USA (Capitalism) or the USSR (Communism). It remained "non-aligned" to
be able to trade with both.

. NON-INTERFERENCE: The principle of respecting the sovereignty of other nations

and not interfering in their internal affairs (unless sanctioned by the AU or UN).

. PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES: Using diplomacy, negotiation, and

international courts (rather than war) to solve problems.

ACHIEVEMENTS (AFROCENTRISM IN ACTION)

Nigeria has spent billions of dollars and sacrificed military lives to fulfill its "Afrocentrism"

principle.

THE FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID (SOUTH AFRICA):
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o Background: Apartheid was a system of legalized racism in South Africa where
the white minority brutally oppressed the black majority.

o Nigeria's Role: Nigeria became a "Frontline State" (even though it's not
geographically "frontline").

* Diplomatic: Nigeria led the campaign in the UN and the Commonwealth
to isolate and sanction the Apartheid government.

* Financial: Nigeria gave millions of dollars in direct aid, guns, and
training to the ANC (African National Congress), Nelson Mandela's
liberation movement.

= Symbolic: Nigeria nationalized (seized) the assets of British Petroleum
(BP) because they were selling oil to South Africa.

o Result: Nigeria's pressure was a major factor in the eventual collapse of
Apartheid and the release of Nelson Mandela.
2. ECOMOG (LIBERIA & SIERRA LEONE):

o Background: In the 1990s, brutal civil wars erupted in Liberia and Sierra Leone.

o Nigeria's Role: Nigeria created, led, and funded (at 90% cost) the ECOMOG
(ECOWAS Monitoring Group).

o Action: This was a military intervention force. Nigeria sent thousands of its
soldiers (under the ECOMOG banner) to physically fight the rebels and force

peace upon the warring factions.

o Result: Nigeria sacrificed its own soldiers and money to end the wars and restore

democracy in both nations.

3. TECHNICAL AID CORPS (TAC) SCHEME:

o Whatitis: A "soft power" program (still active) where Nigeria sends its own
professionals (doctors, lawyers, engineers, teachers) to other African and
Caribbean (ACP) countries.

o Purpose: The Nigerian government pays their salaries as a form of "technical

aid" (giving skills, not just cash) to assist in their development.
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EVALUATION

1. What is "Foreign Policy," and what is a country's "National Interest"?

2. What is "Afrocentrism'"? Why is it the centerpiece of Nigerian foreign policy?

3. What was "Apartheid," and what was Nigeria's role in ending it?

4. What was ECOMOG? What was its purpose?

5. What is the Technical Aid Corps (TAC)?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Nigeria's Afrocentrism: A Noble Responsibility or
a Waste of Resources?"

2. Research the "Bakassi Peninsula" dispute. How did Nigeria and Cameroon resolve this
dispute, and which principle of foreign policy did it demonstrate?

3. What is "Soft Power"? Explain how the TAC scheme and the Nollywood film industry
are examples of Nigeria's soft power.

4. Who was Nelson Mandela, and what was the ANC?

5. Define: Sovereignty, National Interest, Afrocentrism, Apartheid, ECOMOG, Soft Power.
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WEEK 9: CITIZENSHIP IN A DIGITAL AGE
H INTRODUCTION: THE NEW FRONTIER

Digital Citizenship is the concept that the rights, responsibilities, and ethics that apply to

citizens in the physical world now also apply to their behavior in the online (digital) world.

The internet is not a lawless "Wild West." It is a new "public square" where our actions have

real-world consequences.

Citizenship in
a Digital Age

Like/Share

CYBER RIGHTS
These are your fundamental human rights, as applied to the digital world.

1. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION (DIGITAL SPEECH):
o This is your right to express your opinions on social media (Twitter/X, Facebook),
in blogs, or on websites.
o Limitation: This right is not absolute. It ends where another person's rights begin.

It does not include:
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= Defamation (Libel): Spreading /ies about someone to damage their

reputation.
= Incitement to Violence: Using speech to cause a riot.

2. RIGHT TO PRIVACY:

o This is your right to have your personal data and private communications (e.g.,
your WhatsApp messages, emails) protected from being accessed by the

government or corporations without your consent or a court order.
3. RIGHT TO ACCESS INFORMATION:

o The internet is the world's largest library. This is the right to access information,
news, and education online, without the government engaging in censorship (like

blocking websites).

DIGITAL RESPONSIBILITY ("NETIQUETTE")
These are the duties of a good digital citizen.

e NETIQUETTE (Network + Etiquette): This is the code of "polite behavior" online.
o Not "shouting" (TYPING IN ALL CAPS).
o Not "spamming" (sending unwanted messages).
o Respecting others' opinions in a debate (not resorting to insults).
e FIGHTING MISINFORMATION ("FAKE NEWS"):
o This is a critical civic duty. Misinformation (false information spread by mistake)

and Disinformation (false information spread on purpose to cause harm) can

cause real-world violence and panic.

o Your Responsibility: "Think Before You Share." Before forwarding that
shocking WhatsApp message, you have a duty to fact-check it. (Is it from a real
news source? Is the photo old?).

e DIGITAL SECURITY (PROTECTING YOURSELF):
o You have a responsibility to protect your own digital identity, so you do not

become a "victim" or have your account used to harm others.
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o Actions: Using strong passwords (not "12345"), using Two-Factor

Authentication (2FA), not sharing your bank PIN/BVN.
e RESPECTING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY:

o This means not engaging in piracy (illegally downloading movies or music) and

giving credit (attributing) when you use someone else's photo or text.

CYBERCRIME

Cybercrime is any criminal activity that involves a computer, a network, or a networked device.

In Nigeria, this is governed by the Cybercrime Act of 2015.
COMMON TYPES OF CYBERCRIME:

1. ADVANCE FEE FRAUD (419 / "YAHOO-YAHOO"):

o The most infamous type. This is a social engineering scam where the attacker
deceives a victim into sending them money (the "advance fee") in the hope of
receiving a much larger (non-existent) reward later.

2. PHISHING:

o An attacker sends a "fake" email or SMS that looks like it's from a legitimate
source (e.g., "Your GTBank account has been locked. Click here to update.").

o The link goes to a fake website (a "clone") that steals your username and
password when you type it in.

3. IDENTITY THEFT:

o Stealing someone's personal information (e.g., NIN, BVN, bank details) to

impersonate them and commit fraud (e.g., take out a loan in their name).
4. CYBER-BULLYING / CYBER-STALKING / REVENGE PORN:

o Using the internet (especially social media) to repeatedly harass, threaten, or
humiliate someone. Sharing private, explicit images of a person without their
consent is a serious crime under the Act.

5. HACKING:
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o Gaining unauthorized access to a computer system to steal data, disrupt services,

or install malware.

EVALUATION

1. What is "Digital Citizenship"?

2. What is "Netiquette"? Give two examples of bad netiquette.
3. Explain the difference between Misinformation and Disinformation.
4. What is "Phishing"?
5. What is "Advance Fee Fraud" (419)?
ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 250-word "User's Guide" for your parents or an older relative on "How to Spot
Fake News on WhatsApp."

2. Research the Cybercrime Act of 2015. What is the penalty for "Cyber-stalking" in
Nigeria?

3. What is "Two-Factor Authentication (2FA)"? Why is it one of the best ways to protect
your online accounts (like Google or WhatsApp)?

4. What is the "Right to Privacy" in a digital context? Do you think the government should

be allowed to read citizens' private messages? (Justify your answer).

5. Define: Netiquette, Phishing, Malware, Censorship, Digital Footprint.
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WEEK 10: CASE STUDIES IN CITIZENSHIP & HERITAGE
8 INTRODUCTION: EXEMPLARY CITIZENSHIP

This week, we look at the lives of four prominent Nigerians. These individuals are "case studies"
because they embody the principles we have learned this term (Rule of Law, Advocacy, Civil

Society, Human Rights, Heritage).

They are Role Models who demonstrate "active citizenship"—the practice of engaging with the

state to demand justice and progress.

1. HERBERT MACAULAY (1864-1946)
e Who He Was: A surveyor, architect, and journalist. He is widely regarded as "The
Father of Nigerian Nationalism."

e Link to Heritage: He was a preserver of Nigerian heritage. His grandfather was Bishop
Ajayi Crowther. He was Western-educated but fiercely proud of his African identity and

fought against the colonial "inferiority" complex.

e Link to Citizenship (Advocacy/Rule of Law):
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Civil Society: He created Nigeria's first political party, the Nigerian National
Democratic Party (NNDP) in 1923, to contest the "elective principle" seats
(from the Clifford Constitution).

Watchdog (Media): He co-founded the Lagos Daily News newspaper, which he
used as a platform to constantly criticize the colonial government and expose its
injustices.

The Oluwa Land Case (1921): This was his most famous act. The colonial
government in Lagos seized land from the Oluwa family (a traditional Lagos
family) without paying adequate compensation. Macaulay took the case on behalf
of the family and traveled with them to London to appeal before the Privy
Council (the highest court). He won.

Significance: This case proved that Nigerians could use the colonizer's own laws

(Rule of Law) to defeat the colonizer.

2. FUNMILAYO RANSOME-KUTI (1900-1978)

e Who She Was: A teacher, anti-colonial activist, and women's rights leader.

e Link to Citizenship (Advocacy/Civil Society):

(@]

Civil Society (Service Delivery): She founded the Abeokuta Women's Union
(AWU).

Advocacy (Protest): In the 1940s, the Alake of Abeokuta (the traditional ruler)
was acting as an agent of the British and imposing unjust taxes on market women
(a governance issue).

Her Action: Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti organized the women. They "picnicked"
(staged a massive, peaceful protest) at the Alake's palace for days, chanting and
demanding an end to the tax.

Result: The protest was so successful that the Alake was forced to temporarily
abdicate (give up his throne) in 1949, and the tax was abolished. This was a
massive victory for civil society.

She was also a key figure in the independence movement and a fighter for

women's suffrage (the right to vote).
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3. GANI FAWEHINMI (1938-2009)

e Who He Was: A lawyer (SAN), author, and one of Nigeria's most famous human rights
and pro-democracy activists.
e Link to Citizenship (Rule of Law / Human Rights):

o Remedy for Violations: Gani Fawehinmi's entire career was dedicated to the
principle of the Rule of Law (Week 1). He was a master of using the courts (the
legal remedy) to challenge the government.

o Fighting Military Rule: During the long military dictatorships, he was arrested
and imprisoned dozens of time for suing the military government over illegal
detentions and human rights abuses.

o Service Delivery (Legal Aid): He was known as the "Senior Advocate of the
Masses (SAM)." He famously provided pro bono (free) legal services to the poor
and oppressed who could not afford a lawyer.

o His Legacy: He embodies the "active citizen" who uses the Judiciary as a "check

and balance" against executive tyranny.

4. WOLE SOYINKA (1934-Present)

e Who He Was: A playwright, poet, essayist, and the 1986 Nobel Prize winner in
Literature (the first in Africa).
e Link to Citizenship (Advocacy / Watchdog):

o The "Watchdog" (Media): Soyinka uses his art (literature, plays, poems) as his
weapon. His plays (like A Play of Giants) are often sharp satires that criticize
corrupt African dictators and politicians.

o Activism: He is a political activist who has been a "conscience of the nation."

o Example: During the Civil War, he secretly met with Chukwuemeka Ojukwu in
Biafra (the "enemy") to try and mediate a peaceful end to the war. The military
government (Gowon) saw this as treason and imprisoned him in solitary

confinement for over two years.




o His Legacy: He shows that a citizen's "weapon" does not have to be a gun or a
lawsuit. It can be a pen. He uses his "Freedom of Expression" (a cyber-right, even)

to act as a watchdog on power.

EVALUATION

1.

Who is known as the "Father of Nigerian Nationalism," and what was the significance of

the Oluwa Land Case?

2. What was the Abeokuta Women's Union (AWU), and who founded it?

3. How did Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti and the AWU demonstrate the power of "Civil
Society"?

4. What was Gani Fawehinmi's primary "remedy" for fighting human rights violations?

5. How does Wole Soyinka use his art to perform a "watchdog" function?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay comparing the methods of Herbert Macaulay and Gani
Fawehinmi in fighting for citizens' rights.

2. Research Wole Soyinka's role during the Nigerian Civil War. Why was he imprisoned?

3. How did Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti's protest challenge both the traditional institution (the
Alake) and the colonial institution (the British)?

4. What is the difference between an "activist" (like Gani) and a "politician"?

5. Define: Nationalism, Advocacy, Abdicate, Pro bono, Suffrage, Satire.
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WEEK 11-13: REVISION & EXAMS

s GENERAL REVIEW OF ALL SECOND TERM TOPICS

This period is for a comprehensive review of all concepts, principles, and institutions covered

this term, in preparation for the final examination.

WEEK 1: GOVERNANCE & CITIZENSHIP

O

O

(@]

Governance: The process of ruling (involving State, Market, Civil Society).
Principles: Rule of Law, Transparency, Accountability, Participation.

Systems: Democracy (Representative), Monarchy (Absolute, Constitutional).

WEEK 2: FEDERALISM IN NIGERIA

O

Features: Division of Powers (Exclusive, Concurrent, Residual Lists),
Written/Rigid Constitution, Bicameralism.

Importance: Manages diversity.

Challenges: Over-centralization, Revenue Allocation (Derivation), State Police

Debate, Ethnic rivalry.

WEEK 3: HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

Causes: Ignorance, Poverty, Corruption, Harmful Traditional Practices (FGM).
Effects: Fear, Apathy, Cycle of Violence, Poor Int'l Reputation.

Remedies: The Courts (it's Justiciable), NHRC (investigates), Legal Aid (free
lawyers), NGOs.

WEEK 4: CIVIL SOCIETY & NGOS

Civil Society: The "Third Sector" (the space where citizens organize).
NGO: A formal, non-profit organization in that space.

Roles: Watchdog (monitors govt), Advocacy (lobbying), Service Delivery
(filling gaps), Civic Education.

WEEK 6: SECURITY & CITIZENSHIP

o Agencies: NPF (internal crime), Army (external/insurgency), NSCDC

(infrastructure, pipelines), DSS (internal intelligence/spying).
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o Citizen's Role: Vigilance ("'See Something, Say Something''), Cooperation,

Community Policing, Not engaging in Mob Justice.
e WEEK 8: NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY
o Centerpiece: Afrocentrism ("Big Brother" to Africa).

o Achievements: Anti-Apartheid (leading the fight for South Africa), ECOMOG

(leading peacekeeping in Liberia/Sierra Leone), TAC (sending professionals

abroad).
e WEEK 9: DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
o Rights: Expression, Privacy.
o Responsibilities: Netiquette (politeness), Fighting Fake News (fact-checking),
Security (passwords, 2FA).
o Cybercrime: 419 (fraud), Phishing (stealing passwords), Identity Theft, Cyber-
bullying.
e WEEK 10: CASE STUDIES

O

Herbert Macaulay: Used the law/press (Oluwa Land Case).

(@]

Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti: Used civil society protest (AWU tax protest).
o Gani Fawehinmi: Used the courts (pro bono, rule of law).

o Wole Soyinka: Used art/literature (watchdog, activism).

FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination will test all aspects of this term's work. Be prepared to define, compare,

list, and write in-depth analyses of all the key concepts, institutions, and historical figures.
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SS2 CITIZENSHIP AND HERITAGE STUDIES LESSON NOTES

THIRD TERM

WEEK 1: DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN NIGERIA
gy INTRODUCTION: THE PILLARS OF DEMOCRACY

Democracy, which means "rule by the people," is not just about voting. It is a complex system
that relies on a set of independent, professional, and powerful institutions to function. These
institutions act as the "pillars" that hold up the entire structure. If any pillar is weak, the entire

democratic "building" is at risk of collapse.

In Nigeria, the 1999 Constitution (as amended) establishes several key democratic institutions.

This week, we focus on three of the most critical: the electoral umpire (INEC), the political

vehicles (Parties), and the arbiter (Judiciary).
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1. INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (INEC)

e MEANING: INEC is the independent electoral umpire or "referee" of the Nigerian

federation. It is a Federal Executive Body established by Section 153 of the 1999

Constitution.

e ROLE AND FUNCTIONS: Its primary role is to organize and conduct free, fair, and

credible elections. Its specific functions include:

a.

f.

Voter Registration: Organizing and maintaining the national register of voters,
including the continuous voter registration (CVR) process.

Party Registration & Monitoring: Setting the guidelines for, registering, and
monitoring the activities of political parties, including their finances.
Conducting Elections: Organizing, undertaking, and supervising all federal and
state-level elections (Presidential, National Assembly, Governorship, State
Assembly).

Logistics and Operations: Printing ballot papers, procuring ballot boxes,
deploying staff (ad-hoc and permanent), and managing the complex logistics of
election day.

Result Collation & Declaration: Collating results from polling units to ward,

local, and state levels, and officially announcing (declaring) the winners.

Voter Education: Educating the public on the electoral process.

e CHALLENGES TO INEC'S INDEPENDENCE:

O

Financial Independence: INEC relies on the Executive and Legislature to
approve and release its funding, which can be used as a political tool to pressure
the Commission.

Appointment of Leadership: The President appoints the INEC Chairman and
National Commissioners (subject to Senate confirmation). This raises questions
about whether the "referee" is truly neutral or is biased towards the ruling party
that appointed them.

Logistical Nightmares: Nigeria's sheer size, poor infrastructure, and security
challenges make the timely delivery of sensitive materials a massive, recurring

problem.
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2. POLITICAL PARTIES

MEANING: A political party is an organized group of people who share similar

political ideologies, principles, and goals, whose primary purpose is to win political

power (control of government) through elections.

FUNCTIONS IN A DEMOCRACY:

a.

Interest Aggregation: They "aggregate" (collect) the diverse demands of
millions of citizens into a manageable set of policy proposals (a "manifesto").
Political Recruitment: They find, train, and "recruit" individuals to run for
public office. They are the vehicle for political ambition.

Political Education & Mobilization: They educate the public on political issues
(from their perspective) and mobilize voters to turn out on election day.
Forming a Government: The party that wins the election gets to form the
government (Executive) and control the legislative agenda.

Forming an Opposition (The "Government-in-Waiting"): The losing parties
play a critical role. They act as a "watchdog" (shadow government), criticizing
the policies of the ruling party and offering alternative solutions, thereby keeping

the government accountable.

3. THE JUDICIARY

MEANING: The Judiciary (as we learned in SS1) is the third branch of government,

responsible for interpreting the law and administering justice.

SPECIFIC ROLE IN DEMOCRACY & ELECTIONS:

a.

Arbiter of Electoral Disputes (Election Petitions): This is its most visible role.
The constitution recognizes that elections will have disputes. It establishes
Election Petitions Tribunals and the Court of Appeal/Supreme Court as the
only legal avenues for challenging an election result. This prevents anarchy and

"jungle justice" by providing a civilized, legal process for resolving disputes.
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b. Guardian of the Constitution: The Judiciary ensures that all actions by INEC,
the parties, and the government are in line with the Constitution and the Electoral
Act.

c. Upholding the Rule of Law: It ensures that everyone (citizens, parties, and INEC
itself) follows the rules of the democratic process.

d. Protecting Minority Rights: The Judiciary protects the rights of opposition

parties and prevents the "tyranny of the majority."

EVALUATION

1. What is the main difference between "Government" and "Governance"?

2. What is an "electoral umpire"? Name the body responsible for this in Nigeria and the
section of the constitution that establishes it.

3. List four (4) specific functions of INEC.

4. What is the primary purpose of a political party? List three (3) of its functions.

5. What is the most critical role the Judiciary plays after an election has been conducted?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Analyze the major challenges facing INEC's quest
to conduct free and fair elections in Nigeria."

2. What is the "Opposition" in a democracy, and why is its role just as important as the
ruling party's?

3. What is an Election Petitions Tribunal? Why is it a more effective solution for a stolen
mandate than public protests?

4. Research and define the following electoral system terms: (a) First-Past-The-Post (FPTP)
and (b) Proportional Representation. Which one does Nigeria use for its presidential
election?

5. Define the following terms: Electoral Umpire, Ad-hoc Staff, Manifesto, Interest

Aggregation, Political Recruitment.
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WEEK 2: ELECTIONS & CITIZENSHIP
o MEANING AND IMPORTANCE OF ELECTIONS

An election is a formal, decision-making process by which a population chooses an individual or
multiple individuals to hold public office. It is the central, practical mechanism of a

representative democracy.

ELECTIONS & CITIZENSHIP: VOTER REGISTRATION
THE ELECTORAL CYCLE. o=

RESULTS ' R CANDIDATE
TRAP:?I:\GL'S)SIDN el T e N (™| CAMPAIGNING
e <
INFORMED
\ CITIZEN,
2
ACCREDITATION
VOTING CC(BVAS) 0

IMPORTANCE OF ELECTIONS:

1. Grants "Consent of the Governed': In a democracy, power comes from the people.
Elections are the formal process by which the people (the citizens) give their consent to
be governed by a specific set of leaders for a specific period.

2. Ensures Popular Sovereignty: It is the practical expression of "popular sovereignty"
(the people's rule).

3. Mechanism for Accountability: Elections are the primary tool for vertical
accountability. If a government performs poorly, the citizens can "fire" them at the next
election. This threat of being voted out is what (in theory) keeps leaders responsive to the

people's needs.
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Provides a Peaceful Transfer of Power: In the absence of elections, the only way to
change a leader is through violence (a coup d'état) or death (monarchy). Elections provide
a predictable, peaceful, and legitimate process for changing governments.

Confers Legitimacy: A leader who wins a free, fair, and credible election has the

"legitimacy" (the moral and legal right) to rule.

THE ELECTORAL PROCESS (THE ELECTORAL CYCLE)

The election is not a one-day event. It is a long cycle with three distinct phases.

1. PRE-ELECTION PHASE

This is the "preparation" phase, which can last for months or years.

Legal Framework: The National Assembly updates the Electoral Act (e.g., the 2022
Electoral Act).

Voter Registration: INEC conducts the Continuous Voter Registration (CVR) to

register new voters and update the voter register.

Party Primaries: Political parties conduct their own internal elections (primaries) to

select their one official candidate for each position.

Nomination: The winning candidates are nominated by the parties and submit their

names to INEC.

Campaigning: The parties and candidates hold rallies, advertise, and present their

manifestos to the public to solicit votes.

2. ELECTION DAY PHASE

This is the "D-Day," the day of voting.

Accreditation: The voter arrives at their Polling Unit (PU). An INEC official uses the
BVAS (Bimodal Voter Accreditation System) to verify their identity (either by

fingerprint or facial recognition) against the voter register.

Voting: The accredited voter is given a ballot paper, goes to a secret polling booth, marks

their choice, and drops the folded ballot in the ballot box.
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Collation (at PU): After voting ends, the votes are counted publicly at the polling unit.
The results are written on the Form EC8A (the primary result sheet), signed by party
agents, and (in the new system) uploaded immediately to the IReV (INEC Result
Viewing) portal.

Collation (Central): The results are then collated at Ward, Local Government, and State

levels.

3. POST-ELECTION PHASE

Declaration: INEC's Returning Officer officially declares the winner.

Issuance of Certificate of Return: The winner is given a certificate, which is their legal
proof of victory.

Election Petitions: Any candidate or party that disagrees with the declared result has a

specific timeframe (e.g., 21 days) to file a petition at the Election Petitions Tribunal.

This begins the judicial phase of the election.

DUTIES OF VOTERS (ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP)

A "voter" is a citizen who is 18 years or older, registered, and not disqualified. Their duties are

not just on election day.

1.

DUTY TO REGISTER: The first duty is to get your Permanent Voter's Card (PVC).

A citizen who does not register has disenfranchised (silenced) themselves.

DUTY TO BE INFORMED: This is the most important duty. A good citizen does not
just vote based on tribe, religion, or "stomach infrastructure" (bribes). They have a duty

to:
o Analyze the manifestos of the parties.
o Assess the character, competence, and history of the candidates.
o Follow debates and news to understand the real issues.

DUTY TO VOTE: The duty to actually show up on election day and cast your vote.

Voter apathy (low turnout) is a major civic challenge.

DUTY TO BE LAW-ABIDING (SHUN MALPRACTICE):
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o The duty to refuse to sell your vote.

o The duty to refuse to engage in thuggery or violence.

o The duty to report any observed malpractice to security or observers.
5. DUTY TO ACCEPT RESULTS OR SEEK LEGAL REDRESS:

o A good citizen must accept the declared results peacefully.

o If'they believe the election was flawed, their only civic duty is to support a legal
challenge through the Election Petitions Tribunal, not to call for violence or

insurrection.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Election." What is its primary purpose in a representative democracy?

2. What is "Vertical Accountability," and how do elections make it possible?

3. List the three main phases of the "Electoral Cycle."

4. What is the BVAS? What is its function during accreditation?

5. List and explain three duties of a voter before election day.
ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Why is the duty to be informed more important
than the duty to vote?"

2. What is voter apathy? Research the voter turnout percentage in Nigeria's 2023

presidential election. What does this low number tell you about citizenship?

3. What is the IReV (INEC Result Viewing) portal? How is this technological innovation

supposed to improve transparency and reduce malpractice?

4. Define the following terms: Popular Sovereignty, Enfranchisement, Disenfranchisement,

Polling Unit, BVAS, Form EC8A.

5. What is the difference between "Accreditation" and "Voting"?
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WEEK 3: ELECTORAL MALPRACTICES
@ DEFINITION OF ELECTORAL MALPRACTICE

Electoral Malpractice (or "rigging") refers to any illegal, unethical, or illicit act committed by
voters, candidates, parties, or electoral officials that is intended to interfere with the electoral

process and subvert the true will of the people.

It is a deliberate attempt to cheat and produce a fraudulent result.

ELECTORAL INTEGRITY UNDER THREAT

THUGGERY/VIOLENCE

FALSIFICATION
OF RESULTS

FORMS OF ELECTORAL MALPRACTICE (IN THE 3 PHASES)
Malpractice is not just one act; it is a "chain" of illegal activities.

1. PRE-ELECTION MALPRACTICES (BEFORE ELECTION DAY)
e Voter Registration Fraud:
o Multiple Registration: A person registering in multiple locations.
o Underage Registration: Knowingly registering children who are below 18.

o "Ghost" Voters: Registering fake, non-existent people.
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Party Primary Manipulation: Bribing delegates, falsifying "delegate lists," or using
intimidation to ensure a pre-determined candidate wins the party's nomination.

Voter Intimidation: Using threats of violence to scare voters in an opponent's
"stronghold" from even coming out on election day.

Vote-Buying (Pre-Election): This is the modern, pervasive form. Politicians or their
agents go "house-to-house" or to community meetings, distributing cash, rice, or other

gifts in exchange for a promise to vote for them.

2. ELECTION DAY MALPRACTICES (DURING THE ELECTION)

Vote-Buying (At the Poll): The most common form. Agents stand near the polling booth
and pay voters (e.g., N2,000 - N10,000) after they have proven (e.g., by taking a picture
of their ballot) that they voted for the "correct" party.

Ballot Box Snatching: Using thugs or armed men to physically steal the ballot box (full
of votes) from a polling unit, usually one where the candidate is losing.

Thuggery and Violence: Deploying thugs to intimidate voters, fight opponents, and
disrupt the process in an opponent's stronghold.

Over-voting: A situation where the fotal number of votes in the ballot box is more than
the total number of accredited voters (as recorded by the BVAS). This is a legal basis for
cancelling a unit's result.

Bypassing Accreditation: A corrupt INEC official working with a politician to allow
people to vote without first being accredited by the BVAS. The 2022 Electoral Act makes
this illegal.

Compromise of INEC Officials: Bribing officials to look the other way, provide extra
ballot papers, or refuse to upload results to the IReV.

3. POST-ELECTION MALPRACTICES (AFTER VOTING)

Falsification of Results (Collation): This is the most dangerous part. The results at the
polling unit (Form EC8A) might be correct, but the numbers are illegally altered at the
Ward or LGA Collation Center before the final result is declared.

Intimidation of Electoral/Judicial Officers: Bribing or threatening judges, lawyers, or

tribunal members to "buy" a favorable judgment.
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EFFECTS OF ELECTORAL MALPRACTICE (THE CONSEQUENCES)

1.

INSTALLATION OF ILLEGITIMATE LEADERS: This is the primary effect. It puts
unpopular and incompetent leaders into power, who then govern poorly because they
know they can "rig" their way back in.

VOTER APATHY: This is the long-term effect. When citizens believe "my vote will
not count," they stop participating. This "apathy" (lack of interest) leaves the political
space open for only the corrupt politicians and thugs to operate.

LOSS OF PUBLIC TRUST: It destroys the people's faith in democracy, INEC, and the
Judiciary. This leads to cynicism and a breakdown of social order.

POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND VIOLENCE: When people feel they cannot get
justice at the ballot box or in the courts, they may resort to violence as the only way to
achieve change.

POOR GOVERNANCE: A leader who "buys" their way into office has no loyalty to
the people. Their first priority is to steal public money to recover their "investment" and
to prepare to rig the next election. This is the root of corruption and national

underdevelopment.

SOLUTIONS TO ELECTORAL MALPRACTICE

There is no single solution; it requires a multi-pronged approach.

1.

LEGAL & INSTITUTIONAL SOLUTIONS:
o INEC Independence: True financial and administrative independence for INEC,
so it does not depend on the politicians it is supposed to be refereeing.
o Electoral Offences Commission: Creating a special body (like the EFCC) with
the sole power to arrest, investigate, and prosecute electoral offenders (thugs,
vote-buyers, corrupt officials).

o Judicial Reform: Faster, more transparent resolution of election petitions.

2. TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS:
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o The BVAS: This is a major solution. By enforcing "1 person, 1 vote" (through
fingerprint/face accreditation), it makes "over-voting" and "ghost voters" very

difficult.

o The IReV: By "uploading results from the polling unit," it makes it harder to

falsify the results at the collation center (as the original copy is already in the

"cloud").
3. CITIZENSHIP SOLUTIONS:
o Voter Education: Mass education (by NGOs, media) on the power of the vote
and the evi/ of vote-selling.
o Citizen "Shine Your Eye'': Active citizens must refuse to sell their votes, record
any malpractice with their phones, and protect the integrity of their polling unit.
o Poverty Alleviation: The long-term solution. A citizen with a good job and a full
stomach is much harder to bribe with N5,000.
EVALUATION
1. Define Electoral Malpractice in your own words.
2. List three (3) forms of pre-election malpractice.
3. What is the difference between ballot-box snatching and falsification of results?
4. What is voter apathy, and how is it a long-term effect of electoral malpractice?
5. Explain how the BVAS is a technological solution to malpractice.
ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Analyze the long-term effects of electoral
malpractice on national development."
2. "Vote-buying is a transaction between a willing seller (the voter) and a willing buyer (the
politician)." In your opinion, who is more to blame? (200 words).
3. What is an Electoral Offences Commission? Why do many Nigerians believe it is the
most important solution needed?
4. What is "over-voting"? How does the 2022 Electoral Act say this problem should be

handled?
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5. Define: Thuggery, Collation, Apathy, Manifesto, BVAS, IReV.
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WEEK 4: MEDIA & CITIZENSHIP
B INTRODUCTION: THE MEDIA AS THE "FOURTH ESTATE"

In a democracy, we have the three formal "Estates" (branches) of government: The Legislature,

The Executive, and The Judiciary.

MEDIA & CITIZENSHIP

The Media (the Press) is unofficially known as the "Fourth Estate of the Realm."

e Why? Because it is a fourth pillar that operates as a check and balance on the other three.

It is the primary watchdog that ensures the government operates in the public interest.
The Role of the Media:

e To Inform: To provide citizens with factual, unbiased information about what their

government and society are doing.

e To Educate: To analyze and explain complex issues (e.g., "What does this new law

mean for you?").

¢ To Entertain: (e.g., music, movies, Sports).
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e The Watchdog Function: This is its most critical democratic role, enshrined in Section
22 of the 1999 Constitution, which states that the press, radio, and television shall "be

free... to uphold the responsibility and accountability of the Government to the people."

1. THE TRADITIONAL MEDIA (THE PRESS)
This refers to formal media organizations with editors, "gatekeepers," and professional standards.

e Print Media: Newspapers (e.G., The PUNCH, The Guardian), Magazines (Tell).

¢ Broadcast Media: Television (e.g., NTA, Channels TV, Arise TV), Radio (e.g., Radio
Nigeria, Wazobia FM).

ROLE IN PROMOTING CITIZENSHIP:

1. Agenda Setting: The media doesn't tell us what to think, but it tells us what to think
about. By giving an issue (e.g., corruption, insecurity) a lot of attention, it forces it onto

the government's agenda.

2. Investigative Journalism: This is the "Watchdog" role in action. Journalists (like David
Hundeyin, 'Fisayo Soyombo) go undercover or deep into research to expose corruption,

human rights abuses, and government failures.

3. Public Forum: The media acts as a "town square" where citizens and leaders can debate

issues (e.g., on call-in radio shows or TV debates).

2. SOCIAL MEDIA (THE "NEW" MEDIA)
This refers to decentralized, user-generated platforms.

e Examples: X (Twitter), Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram, TikTok.
IMPACT ON CITIZENSHIP (PROS & CONS):

PROS (ADVANTAGES):
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Democratization of Information: Anyone can be a "citizen journalist." You don't need a
license to break news from your phone. It has broken the government/corporate

monopoly on information.

2. Speed: News spreads instantly (e.g., live-tweeting an election).

3. Tool for Mobilization: It is a powerful tool for organizing (part of Civil Society's role).
It allows citizens to connect and mobilize for a cause.

o Example: The #EndSARS protest (2020) was organized almost entirely on social
media, especially Twitter.

4. Direct Accountability: Citizens can now "speak" directly to leaders (e.g., by "tagging" a
Governor or Senator in a post about a bad road), demanding a response.

CONS (DANGERS):
1. MISINFORMATION & DISINFORMATION ("FAKE NEWS"): This is the biggest
danger.
o Misinformation: False information spread by mistake.
o Disinformation: False information deliberately created to deceive and cause
harm (e.g., fake news about an ethnic crisis, designed to start a riot).

2. No Gatekeepers: There are no professional editors to fact-check information before it is
published. A lie can travel around the world before the truth can.

3. "Echo Chambers": The algorithms on social media are designed to show you only what
you already agree with. This can make people more "extreme" and less tolerant of other
viewpoints.

4. Government Crackdowns: Because it is so powerful, governments often try to censor

or shut down social media (e.g., the 2021 Twitter ban in Nigeria).

3. FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION (AND ITS LIMITS)

This is the right that powers the media.
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The Right (Section 39, 1999 Constitution): "Every person shall be entitled to freedom
of expression, including freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart ideas and
information without interference."
THE LIMITS (A RESPONSIBILITY): This right is not absolute. You cannot use
your "freedom of speech" to destroy another person's reputation or to start a war. The
right is limited by:
a. Law of Defamation:
= Libel: A written or published lie that damages someone's reputation.
= Slander: A spoken lie that damages someone's reputation.
b. Law of Sedition: Speech or writing that is intended to incite rebellion or violence
against the state.

c. The Cybercrime Act (2015): This law makes it a crime to use the internet to

spread disinformation, harass ("cyber-bully"), or threaten others.

EVALUATION
1. Why is the media known as the "Fourth Estate of the Realm"?
2. What is the "Watchdog Function" of the press? (Refer to Section 22 of the Constitution).
3. What is "Citizen Journalism"?
4. List two (2) major advantages and two (2) major dangers of social media in a democracy.
5. What is the Freedom of Expression (Section 39)? What are the three main legal limits
on this freedom?
ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Is social media more of a danger or a benefit to
Nigerian democracy?"
2. What is the difference between Misinformation and Disinformation? Give a recent
example of one you have seen.
3. What is the difference between Libel and Slander?
4. How can an "echo chamber" on social media make political disagreements worse?
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5. Define: Fourth Estate, Gatekeeper, Citizen Journalism, Defamation, Sedition, Algorithm.
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WEEK 5: MIDTERM TEST
This week is dedicated to the Midterm Examination.

e TOPICS COVERED: All topics from Weeks 1-4.
o Week 1: Democratic Institutions (INEC - functions, challenges; Political Parties -
functions; Judiciary - role in elections).
o Week 2: Elections (Importance, Legitimacy, Accountability) & Citizenship
(Duties of voters, Electoral Cycle - pre, during, post).
o Week 3: Electoral Malpractices (Forms - vote-buying, thuggery, falsification;
Effects - apathy, poor governance; Solutions - BVAS, IReV, Legal reform).
o Week 4: Media & Citizenship (Fourth Estate, Watchdog role - Sec 22), Social
Media (Pros - mobilization; Cons - fake news), Freedom of Expression (Sec 39)
and its limits (Libel, Sedition, Cybercrime Act).
e FORMAT: The test will include definitions, short-answer questions, and essay questions
requiring deep analysis (e.g., "Analyze the long-term effects of electoral malpractice,"

"Discuss the role of the media as a 'watchdog'™).
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WEEK 6: NIGERIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE IN GLOBAL CONTEXT
@ INTRODUCTION: NIGERIAN "SOFT POWER"

In the Second Term, we discussed Foreign Policy (Week 8) and the use of military and
economic power ("hard power"). This week, we look at Nigeria's other great international

influence: its Cultural Heritage.

Soft Power is the ability of a country to influence other nations and attract them to its side

without using force. It is the power of attraction.

e America's soft power is Hollywood, Pop Music, and Levi's Jeans.

e Nigeria's soft power is Nollywood, Afrobeats, and our Literature.

This cultural heritage is one of Nigeria's most successful global exports.

1. NOLLYWOOD

e Definition: "Nollywood" is the nickname for the Nigerian film industry.

e History & Significance:

101




It exploded in the early 1990s with the "direct-to-video" (VHS) release of Living
in Bondage (1992).
It is now the second-largest film industry in the world by volume (number of

films produced), behind only India's "Bollywood."

Global Context & Impact:

o Continental Dominance: Nollywood dominates the airwaves across all of Africa.

In Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, and Congo, Nigerian films are the primary form
of entertainment.
Cultural Exporter: This dominance has made Nigeria the "Big Brother" of
Africa. It exports:
= Language: Nigerian accents, pidgin, and slang ("Omo," "Abeg,"
"Wahala'") are now understood across the continent.
= Fashion: Nigerian fashion (4dnkara, Aso Ebi) was popularized globally
through Nollywood films.
= Values: It showcases Nigerian culture, family dynamics, and social issues
to the world.
Diaspora Connection: It is the primary cultural link for Nigerians living abroad
(in the USA, UK, etc.), connecting them back to their heritage.
Economic: It is a multi-billion dollar industry that employs over a million people

(actors, directors, marketers, "Mama-Put" on set).

2. NIGERIAN MUSIC (AFROBEATS)

Definition: "Afrobeats" (with an 's'") is the modern, global "umbrella" term for
contemporary West African pop music.
History (The Roots):

o Highlife: The original urban sound of the 1950s/60s.

o Afrobeat (no's'): In the 1970s, Fela Kuti created "Afrobeat" (singular)—a

complex, political, and jazz-infused protest music.

Global Context & Impact:
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o The "New Wave': Modern "Afrobeats" (plural) (led by artists like Wizkid,
Burna Boy, Davido, Tiwa Savage, Tems) is arguably Nigeria's most powerful

global export today.
o Global Dominance:
= Nigerian artists are winning Grammy Awards.
= They are selling out the world's biggest arenas (e.g., the O2 in London,
Madison Square Garden in New York).
= They collaborate with and influence top American artists (e.g., Beyoncé,
Drake).
o Economic Impact: It is a massive economic export, bringing in foreign currency
and creating a "brand" for Nigeria that is cool, vibrant, and modern.
o Soft Power: It has put Nigeria at the center of the global music conversation,

creating a new, positive image for the country.

3. NIGERIAN LITERATURE

e Definition: The body of written works (novels, poems, plays) produced by Nigerian
authors.
e History & Global Impact (Two Generations):
a. THE "FIRST GENERATION" (The Trailblazers):
= Role: These were the authors who "wrote back" against colonialism. They
told African stories from an African perspective for the first time.
= Chinua Achebe: His 1958 novel, Things Fall Apart, is the most widely
read book in all of African literature. It is a masterpiece that told the story
of colonialism from the inside, and it "wrote the book" on modern African
literature.
=  Wole Soyinka: A playwright and poet. In 1986, he became the first
African to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, the highest possible global
honor.

b. THE "NEW GENERATION" (The Global Stars):
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= Role: These authors (often part of the diaspora) write about the modern
Nigerian experience (identity, immigration, gender).

* Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: Her novels (Half of a Yellow Sun,
Americanah) and speeches ("We Should All Be Feminists") have made her
one of the world's leading public intellectuals. She is a global voice for

feminism and modern African identity.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Soft Power" in your own words.

2. What is Nollywood, and why is it considered the "second-largest" film industry in the

world?

3. Explain how Afrobeats (plural) is different from Afrobeat (singular).

4. Why is Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart considered such an important part of
Nigeria's (and Africa's) heritage?

5. How does the "new generation" of writers (like Chimamanda Adichie) differ from the

"first generation" (like Achebe)?

ASSIGNMENT
1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Which is a more powerful form of Nigerian 'soft
power' globally: Nollywood or Afrobeats?"

2. Who is Fela Kuti? Write a 1-paragraph summary of his importance to Nigerian music

and political heritage.

3. Who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1986? Why was this event so important for

Nigeria and Africa?
4. How has Nollywood influenced fashion and language across Africa?

5. Define: Soft Power, Diaspora, Afrobeats, Nollywood, Public Intellectual.
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WEEK 7: MIDTERM BREAK

This week is for the Midterm Break. There are no formal lesson notes.
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WEEK 8: CIVIC CHALLENGES
@ INTRODUCTION: THREATS TO CITIZENSHIP

A healthy society requires healthy, responsible, and law-abiding citizens. Civic Challenges are
social problems and vices that undermine the health, safety, and future of the nation and its

citizens.

These challenges are not just "personal problems"; they are societal problems that destroy human

potential, increase crime, and hinder national development.

/ EXAMINATION
MALPRACTICE

F

3

1. DRUG ABUSE
e Definition: Drug abuse is the harmful and excessive use of any psychoactive substance (a
chemical that changes brain function) for a non-medical purpose.
e Content (Types of Drugs Abused in Nigeria):

o Prescription Drugs (The Epidemic): Tramadol (an opioid painkiller), Codeine
(in cough syrups), Rohypnol.

o Illicit Drugs: Cannabis (Weed, Marijuana), Cocaine, Heroin.
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o "Local" / Solvents: Solution (glue-sniffing), "Mpkuru Mmiri"
(Methamphetamine), petrol fumes.
e Causes (Why do people do it?):
o Peer Pressure: The #1 reason for starting.

o Social-Economic Factors: High unemployment, poverty, and stress (the "escape'

factor).
o Breakdown of Family Values: Lack of parental guidance.
o Glamorization: In music videos and pop culture.
o Effects (The Consequences):

o Personal: Addiction, mental health collapse (psychosis), physical health failure

(liver/kidney damage), dropping out of school, death from overdose.
o Societal: Leads directly to an increase in crime (e.g., theft, armed robbery to get
money for drugs), an increase in accidents (e.g., driving under the influence), and
a loss of workforce productivity.
e Solutions/Control:

o NDLEA (National Drug Law Enforcement Agency): The government agency

for enforcement (arresting traffickers).

o Rehabilitation: Treating addiction as a medical problem (not just a criminal one)

in rehabilitation centers.

o Education/Sensitization: Public campaigns on the real dangers of drug abuse.

2. CULTISM

e Definition: A "cult" is a group of people whose beliefs and practices are secret, and who
often demand extreme loyalty from their members, frequently through violent initiation
rites and a code of silence.

e History & Evolution:

o 1950s (The Origin): The first confraternity (the Pyrates Confraternity) was
started at the University of Ibadan by Wole Soyinka and others. Their goals were

positive: to fight "colonial mentality" and promote student activism.
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o 1970s/80s (The Degeneration): Splinter groups formed (e.g., Buccaneers, Black

Axe, Eiye). They became rivals, lost their ideals, and introduced violence.

o 1990s-Present (The Criminal Phase): Cultism has now /left the campuses and has
become a form of organized crime. They are no longer "student clubs"; they are
violent street gangs involved in armed robbery, kidnapping, and political thuggery.

e Causes (Why do people join?):

o Peer Pressure and a desire for "belonging."

o A (false) sense of "protection" or "power."

o A (false) promise of connections (jobs, "runs") after graduation.

o Effects:

o Campus: Creates an atmosphere of fear, violence, rape, and the murder of
students.

o Society: These campus gangs graduate to become the foot-soldiers for corrupt

politicians (as thugs) and for organized crime (as armed robbers).

3. EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE

e Definition: Any act of cheating or fraud that violates the rules of an examination.
e Forms (The "How-To"):

"Giraffing": Pecking/copying from another student's work.

o

o "Dubbing" / "Expo'': Smuggling pre-written answers (e.g., on paper, on the
body) into the hall.

o Impersonation: Paying someone to write the exam for you.

o Modern Forms: Using a smartphone, smartwatch, or "micro" earpiece.

o Collusion: Bribing invigilators or teachers to "look the other way" or to dictate
the answers.

o "Runs": (Online) Paying a website for the answers before or during the exam.

e Causes:

o Lazy Students: A poor attitude towards learning.
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o Poor Teaching/Funding: Inadequate teaching in "failed" schools, leaving

students desperate.

o Parental Pressure: Parents who want their child to pass "by any means

necessary" (some even buy the "runs").
o Societal Decay: A "get-rich-quick" mentality that values the certificate (the paper)
more than the knowledge (the skill).
e EFFECTS (THE MOST DANGEROUS CHALLENGE):

o This is the most destructive civic challenge. It is the root of national

incompetence.
o It destroys Meritocracy (rule by the most qualified).

o It produces "fake" professionals: "Fake" doctors who kill patients, "fake"
engineers who build bridges that collapse, "fake" teachers who cannot teach, and

"fake" leaders who cannot govern.

o It kills the nation's future.

EVALUATION

1. What is the difference between a "personal” effect and a "societal" effect of drug abuse?

2. What is the NDLEA?
3. Describe the evolution of cultism from its "origin" to its "criminal phase."
4. What is "Meritocracy"?
5. Why is examination malpractice arguably the most dangerous of these three civic
challenges?
ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Examination Malpractice is a form of corruption,

and its long-term effect is national incompetence."
2. What is the difference between "drug use" and "drug abuse"?

3. Research the original, positive goals of the Pyrates Confraternity. How are these different

from the goals of a modern campus cult?
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4. Propose a 3-point solution for reducing one of these three challenges (e.g., "Solutions for

Drug Abuse").

5. Define: Psychoactive, Opioid, Confraternity, Impersonation, Meritocracy, Collusion.
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WEEK 9: NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
¥ MEANING OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

National Development is the holistic and sustainable improvement in the quality of life of al/l

citizens in a country.
It is crucial to understand that National Development is not the same as Economic Growth.

e Economic Growth: This is a narrow concept. It means an increase in the GDP (Gross
Domestic Product). A country can get "richer" (e.g., by selling more oil) without the
people's lives improving.

e National Development: This is a broad, holistic concept. It means growth plus social
and political progress. It means:

o Better Education (higher literacy).

o Better Healthcare (longer life expectancy).

o Better Security (safety of life and property).

o Better Infrastructure (good roads, stable power, clean water).

o Stronger Human Rights and Rule of Law.
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THE ROLE OF ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

National development is not just the government's job. The government cannot succeed without

the active participation of its citizens.

Active Citizenship (which we've studied all term) is the "engine" that drives "National

Development." Here is how:

1. POLITICAL ROLE (ENSURING GOOD GOVERNANCE)

e How? By participating in the democratic process (Week 2).

e Actions:

@)

Being Informed: A citizen who understands the issues will not vote for a bad
leader.

Voting: Electing competent and honest leaders (and "firing" bad ones) is the
single most important contribution to national development.

Accountability: Using Civil Society (Week 4) and the Media (Week 4) to act as

a "watchdog" to expose corruption and demand good governance (Week 1).

2. ECONOMIC ROLE (CREATING WEALTH)

e How? By contributing to the nation's economic productivity.

e Actions:

@)

Paying Taxes: This is the most important economic duty. Taxes are the money
the government needs to build the roads, schools, and hospitals that create
development.

Entrepreneurship: (Week 10, 1st Term). An active citizen doesn't just wait for a
job; they create jobs (e.g., by starting a repair business), which reduces
unemployment.

Productivity: Working hard, being skilled, and shunning corruption in the
workplace.

Shunning Malpractice: An active citizen rejects Examination Malpractice

(Week 8) to ensure the nation has competent (not fake) doctors and engineers.
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3. SOCIAL ROLE (BUILDING A SANE SOCIETY)

e How? By upholding the "social contract" and promoting peace.

e Actions:

@)

Obeying Laws: This is the foundation of a developed society (e.g., stopping at
red lights, not driving "one-way").

Community Service: Actively participating in local development (e.g.,
environmental sanitation, joining the neighborhood watch/community policing).
Shunning Vices: Rejecting Cultism and Drug Abuse (Week 8), which destroy
communities and increase crime.

Promoting Unity: Rejecting ethnic and religious bigotry and promoting tolerance

to ensure the peace required for development.

THE OBSTACLE: CITIZEN APATHY

The greatest obstacle to national development is Citizen Apathy.

o Apathy: The feeling of "not caring" or "being hopeless."

e Symptoms:

(©]

o

©)

"Why should I vote? It won't change anything."
"Why obey traffic laws? The police are corrupt anyway."

"Why not sell my vote? I have to eat today."

o [Effect: Apathy creates a vacuum that is filled by the worst, most corrupt, and most

violent elements in society, which stops all development.

EVALUATION

1. What is the main difference between "Economic Growth'" and ""National

Development"?

2. What is "Active Citizenship"?

3. List the three economic roles of an active citizen.

4. What is "Citizen Apathy", and why is it the biggest obstacle to national development?
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5. How does Examination Malpractice (a civic challenge) directly prevent national

development?
ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Paying taxes is the most important duty of an
active citizen."

2. "Active citizenship is the solution to the civic challenges (drug abuse, cultism, etc.) we
studied in Week 8." Write 200 words explaining this statement.

3. What is the "Social Contract"? (Research this political philosophy term).

4. List 5 "Key Performance Indicators" (KPIs) you would use to measure "National
Development." (e.g., Literacy Rate, Life Expectancy...).

5. Define: Holistic, GDP, Apathy, Social Contract, Entrepreneurship.
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WEEK 10: ENVIRONMENTAL CITIZENSHIP
& INTRODUCTION: A NEW CIVIC DUTY

Environmental Citizenship is the concept that every citizen has a responsibility to protect the

environment and promote sustainable development.

Sustainable Development: This is the most important concept. It means "development that
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet

their own needs."

e [nshort: "Don't chop everything today; leave some for your children."

ENVIRONMENTAL CITIZENSHIP: ACTION FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

AFEORESTATION

- 7

o JARECYCLE

DESERTIFICATION SS— FLOODIfG

1. THE CHALLENGE: CLIMATE CHANGE
e What it is (Global): Climate Change (or Global Warming) is the long-term, large-scale
shift in the planet's weather patterns and average temperatures.

e The Cause: It is caused by the release of "Greenhouse Gases' (GHGs) into the

atmosphere, primarily Carbon Dioxide ().

e Sources of 5:
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o Burning fossil fuels (e.g., petrol/diesel in generators and cars).
o Gas Flaring in the Niger Delta.
o Deforestation (cutting down trees, which absorb ).

e THE LOCAL EFFECTS IN NIGERIA (Why it matters):

a. IN THE NORTH (SAHEL): It causes Desertification. The Sahara Desert is
"moving south," destroying farmland, drying up Lake Chad, and forcing
pastoralists (herders) to move south in search of pasture, which (in part) fuels the

farmer-herder crisis.

b. IN THE SOUTH (COASTAL): It causes sea levels to rise and more intense
rainfall. This leads to massive, chronic flooding in cities like Lagos and Port

Harcourt.

c. ON THE FARM: Rainfall becomes unpredictable (it comes too late, or too

heavily), which destroys crops and threatens our food security.

2. THE CHALLENGE: LOCAL WASTE MANAGEMENT
This is the most visible environmental problem in our cities.

e The Problem: Improper disposal of solid waste, especially plastics (pure water sachets,

shopping bags) and rubbish.
e The "Throw-It-Away' Mentality: Citizens littering, throwing rubbish in the street or in
open gutters.
e THE DIRECT EFFECT (FLOODING):
o This is not just "ugly"; it is a disaster.
o The plastic waste clogs the gutters and drainage channels.

o When the heavy rain comes (which is worse due to climate change), the water has

nowhere to go.

o This directly causes the massive, destructive urban flooding we see in cities like

Lagos.
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o Health Effect: Clogged gutters create stagnant water, which is the perfect breeding

ground for mosquitoes (spreading Malaria) and bacteria (spreading Cholera).

3. THE SOLUTION: SUSTAINABLE LIVING (THE 3 R's)
Environmental citizenship is the personal responsibility to solve these problems.

e THE 3 R's OF WASTE MANAGEMENT:

a. REDUCE: The best solution. Use /ess stuff. (e.g., Use a reusable water bottle

instead of buying pure water sachets).

b. REUSE: Use an item more than once. (e.g., Reuse a plastic shopping bag instead
of getting a new one).

c. RECYCLE: This is a business (Week 10, 1st Term). It is the process of
transforming waste into a new resource (e.g., melting down plastic bottles to

make new chairs; turning "pure water" sachets into "Lagos-style" shopping bags).
e OTHER ACTIONS OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL CITIZEN:

o Proper Waste Disposal: Not throwing waste in the gutter. Bagging it and using

the official waste management service (e.g., LAWMA in Lagos).

o Afforestation: Planting trees. Trees are the "lungs" of the planet; they absorb

2, provide shade (cooling), and their roots prevent soil erosion.

o Avoiding "Bush Burning': This practice (common in farming) destroys soil life

and releases massive amounts of  , and smoke.
o Reporting: Reporting illegal dumping, oil spills, or timber logging to the

authorities.

EVALUATION

1. Define "Sustainable Development."
2. What are "Greenhouse Gases"? What is the main one, and what are two major sources of
it in Nigeria?

3. Explain the two major local effects of climate change in Nigeria (North and South).
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4. What is the direct link between improper waste disposal (e.g., plastic bags) and urban
flooding?

5. What are the "3 R's" of waste management?

ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a 300-word essay on the topic: "Flooding in Lagos: An Act of God, or a failure of
Environmental Citizenship?"

2. What is "Desertification"? Write a 1-page report on its causes and its social effects in
Northern Nigeria.

3. What is "Gas Flaring"? Why does it happen in the Niger Delta, and what is its
environmental impact?

4. Practical: For 3 days, track your family's waste. (a) What is the main type of waste you
produce (e.g., food, plastic)? (b) Propose one "Reduce" and one "Reuse" strategy for your
home.

5. Define: Greenhouse Effect, Desertification, ,, Afforestation, LAWMA, Recycle.
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WEEK 11-13: REVISION & EXAMS

s GENERAL REVIEW OF ALL THIRD TERM TOPICS

This period is for a comprehensive review of all concepts, principles, and institutions covered

this term, in preparation for the final examination.

e WEEK 1: DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS
o INEC: The "electoral umpire" (Registers voters/parties, conducts elections).
o Political Parties: "Vehicles" for power (Aggregate interests, recruit leaders, form
govt/opposition).
o Judiciary: The "arbiter" (Settles disputes via Election Petitions Tribunals).
e WEEK 2: ELECTIONS & CITIZENSHIP

o Importance: Grants "consent of the governed," ensures accountability, provides

legitimate, peaceful transfer of power.

o Process: Pre-Election (Primaries, CVR) - Election Day (Accreditation via

BVAS, Voting, Collation via Form EC8A) - Post-Election (Tribunals).

o Duties: Register, Be Informed (assess manifestos), Vote, Be Lawful, Accept

Results.
e WEEK3: ELECTORAL MALPRACTICES

o Forms: Vote-buying, thuggery, ballot snatching, result falsification, bypassing
BVAS.

o Effects: Illegitimate leaders, Voter Apathy, loss of trust, poor governance
(corruption).
o Solutions: Technology (BVAS, IReV), Electoral Offences Commission, Citizen
refusal (shun bribes).
e WEEK 4: MEDIA & CITIZENSHIP
o Role: The "Fourth Estate" (Watchdog, holds govt accountable - Sec 22).

o Social Media: Pros (Mobilization - #EndSARS, citizen journalism). Cons (Fake

News - Mis/Disinformation, echo chambers).
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o Freedom of Expression (Sec 39): Is /imited by laws against Libel, Slander,
Sedition, and the Cybercrime Act.
e WEEK 6: NIGERIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE (GLOBAL)
o Soft Power: The power of attraction (vs. Hard Power - military).

o Nollywood: Global leader in volume. Spreads Nigerian culture, fashion, and

language across Africa and the diaspora.

o Afrobeats: Global music phenomenon (Burna Boy, Wizkid, Tems). A major
economic and cultural export.

o Literature: (Achebe, Soyinka) "Wrote back" against colonialism. (Adichie) is a
global public intellectual.

e WEEK 8: CIVIC CHALLENGES

o Drug Abuse: (Tramadol, Codeine). Causes (peer pressure, unemployment).
Effects (addiction, crime). Control (NDLEA, rehab).

o Cultism: (From confraternity to criminal gang). Causes (peer pressure,
"protection"). Effects (campus violence, organized crime).

o Exam Malpractice: (Expo, "Runs"). Cause (lazy students, poor teaching, societal
decay). Effect (Destroys Meritocracy, creates "fake" professionals, leads to
national incompetence).

e WEEK 9: NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

o Definition: Holistic improvement in Quality of Life (not just Economic
Growth/GDP).

o Role of Citizen: (1) Political (voting, accountability). (2) Economic (Paying
Taxes, entrepreneurship). (3) Social (obeying laws, community service, shunning
vices).

o Obstacle: Citizen Apathy.

e WEEK 10: ENVIRONMENTAL CITIZENSHIP
o Sustainable Development: Meeting present needs without harming the future.
o Climate Change: (Caused by 5 from generators, gas flaring, deforestation).

Effects (Desertification in North, Flooding in South).
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o Waste Management: (Plastic). Effect (Clogged gutters - urban flooding, disease

- malaria/cholera).

o Solutions (The 3 R's): Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Also, Afforestation (planting

trees).

FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination will test all aspects of this term's work. Be prepared to define, compare,

list, and write in-depth analyses of all the key concepts, institutions, and civic challenges.
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